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Dramatic growth in the number of people under correctional control, in particular probation and parole supervision
“Captive” audience subject to conditions and interventions that, when done right, have the potential to reduce reoffending



 Why? 
 Not crime 
 Increased probability of conviction 

 Plea rates increased from 80% to 95% 

 Does certainty increase when on 
probation? 
 If supervision decreases crime 10%, how 

much does this decline? 
 

 Is it net widening? 
 Recidivism rates are constant 
 Demographics such as dropout rate constant 

 
 



 

 How the U.S. Prison Boom Has 
Changed the Age Distribution of 
the Prison Population 
 
Porter, Bushway, Tsao, and Smith  
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robust nonlinear data smoothing, and opted for a 4253H,twice algorithm which is, well, rather robust. 



Explaining 

 Cohort Effect 
 

 Not  
 Aging of population 
 Sentence length 
 Not drug sentences 

 

 Drug use 
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