WDS Short Survey Responses
QUESTION ONE: 

What is your top issue or issues (not purely budgetary) that might be addressed at the national level with US WDS participants and CODATA/BRDI? What form might such action take?

Chopo Ma, NASA
A general point is how WDS and CODATA/BRDI can support the international science services, which both generate and gather/archive data for scientific and societal use.  Several of these services have important components in the U.S. but rely on international cooperation to carry out their functions.
Dirk Behrend, NASA
- ensure free and open data access (and communication) without suspensions: disallowance of communication with designated countries and their scientific organizations is disruptive to the operations of the services (recent example: non-communication period for bi-lateral NASA-China activities)

 - lobby for fulfillment of NASA plans to build up to 10 GGOS  (Global Geodetic Observing System) stations (including VLBI2010)

Ron Weaver,  NASA DAAC at NSIDC

Mark Parsons, NSIDC at the University of Colorado 
Our issues are not new nor will they be a surprise to those attending the meeting. This forum seems a natural place to address data stewardship related standards, but we are a diverse group. The WDS potential and existing members hold data of a widely varying nature.  We all have methods to promote discovery of our data sets to our specific user communities.  It seems that the WDS has a special position within the scientific community that could permit the WDS to provide discovery services to an even wider community of users.   So, what WDS needs is an interoperable data discovery process, which allows members to share catalog information amongst ourselves and with our collective user communities.

The WDS needs to describe and promote good data stewardship across the entire scientific enterprise. An initial step could be to lobby for uniform data citations within scientific literature.   The journal publishers and scientific societies should be the recipients of our lobbying efforts.

Tim Ahern, IRIS
While budgetary concerns are always a real issue I won't focus on that.  I believe that the biggest issue now is two fold:
- vertical integration within specific domains both nationally and internationally.  Federation of data services is key. Are the right forums in place to make progress on data center federation within domains
- horizontal integration between data repositories across domains is becoming more and more important.  How do we seamlessly build the technical bridges across disciplines?
Robert Chen, CIESIN/Columbia University 
The recent prohibitions by Congress on bilateral scientific interactions with Chinese scientists and institutions on the part of NASA and the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) are an unfortunate reminder that upholding the ICSU Principle of Universality of Science and the trend towards more open scientific exchange are by no means guaranteed. One of the original roles of the World Data Centers was to enable scientific exchange and cooperation across the Iron Curtain during the Cold War. CODATA was also founded on the belief in international cooperation in science. It is vital that the U.S. scientific community take a strong stand against arbitrary political interference in international scientific data exchange and cooperation. This could and should take several different forms, from efforts to document the benefits of cooperation and dangers of isolationism to strengthening of multi-lateral and non-governmental lines of communication and cooperation to reduce the impact of political interference on the conduct of science. Such efforts will also need to take into account current controversies regarding publication of research and access to data on genetic manipulation of the influenza virus and similar areas of research that have serious implications for bioterrorism, nuclear proliferation, and other national security issues.
Similarly, the recent debates over the Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA) and the Protect IP Act (PIPA) indicate the importance of efforts to clarify key intellectual property (IP) issues regarding scientific data, in particular their management, dissemination, and use with respect to copyright and IP law, open access licensing, and the public domain. A particular concern is the legal status of scientific data considered public domain under U.S. law in other national jurisdictions as well as the clear labeling of their legal status for users. 
QUESTION TWO: 

What is your top issue or issues that the international WDS and CODATA could address jointly? 
Chopo Ma, NASA: 
A general point is how WDS and CODATA/BRDI can support the international science services, which both generate and gather/archive data for scientific and societal use.  Several of these services have important components in the U.S. but rely on international cooperation to carry out their functions.
Dirk Behrend, NASA: 
 - enforcement of 'data citation' or acknowledgement notices (e.g., http://ivscc.gsfc.nasa.gov/publications/citation.html):

Is there a vehicle to check for proper citation/acknowledgement?

- acknowledgement of underlying data providers in derived products: e.g., the ITRF is based on a combination of data from the four space-geodetic techniques; but reference is made usually to the combination product or the article about it (or it is simply taken for granted).

Ron Weaver,  NASA DAAC at NSIDC

Mark Parsons, NSIDC at the University of Colorado 
Same two issues as above.

To that we add:  The WDS and CODATA  internationally can promote sound data management and archival processes in countries where critical environmental data are in danger of being lost.   
Tim Ahern, IRIS
The political issue of countries that do not provide open access to their data holdings remains an issue in many parts of the world. How do we get the Chinas of the world to open up data holdings for scientific use. 
Robert Chen, CIESIN/Columbia University 
A key issue in relationship to the response to question 1 is further development and implementation of the WDS data sharing policy, which is based on the Group on Earth Observation (GEO) data sharing principles. CODATA helped GEO develop a set of implementation guidelines, but given GEO’s status as a voluntary intergovernmental initiative, both the principles and the guidelines are entirely voluntary on the part of GEO members and participating organizations. The WDS has the opportunity to develop more concrete policies and procedures, to promulgate best practices (e.g., in data citation and attribution), and to help define what is “reasonable” under the exceptions allowed by the GEO data sharing principles and implementation guidelines. This could help in the further implementation of data sharing under GEO, and could also serve as a model for other areas of scientific data exchange.

