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Why Latinos in STEM? 

• For the U.S. to maintain its historic preeminence and benefits in the 

fields of STEM—it must produce 1 million more STEM 

professionals than are projected to graduate at current rates. 

• meeting the nation’s STEM completion goal requires over a 30% 

increase in undergraduate STEM degrees over current rates.  

• Hispanics are projected to account for 75 percent of the growth 

in the nation’s labor force between 2010 and 2020. 

• Latinos completing certificates and degrees in STEM fields are 

vital to meeting the national STEM college completion goal. 

 

 
Sources: President's Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST). “Engage to Excel: Producing One Million Additional College 

Graduates with Degrees in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics.” February 7, 2012. Washington, D.C. & Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor. News Release. Employment Projections: 2010-2020. USDL-12-0160. Table 1. Civilian labor force, by age, 

sex, race, and ethnicity, 1990, 2000, 2010, and projected 2020. 

   



Goal of FYW: Latinos in STEM 

1. Increase awareness more Latinos are graduating with 

degrees in occupational areas important to current and 

future workforce 

2. Highlight the institutions and their efforts in 

graduating Latinos 

3. Encourage those in the workforce and institutions 

to do more to engage the Latino community 

4. Respond to those who are interested in recruiting 

Latinos with postsecondary credentials but do not know 

where to find them   
 



• Earned 60% of all bachelor degrees, but only 37% of all STEM bachelor degrees awarded to all Latinos 

• Represented only 8% of all women who earned a bachelor degree in STEM 

• Of all degrees earned in STEM, Latinas earned Bachelor’s (3%), Master’s (1%), Doctoral (1%) 



Latinos in STEM: Concentrated Completions 



Latinos in the STEM Workforce 
• Latinos are more likely to be employed in service occupations 

 



Top 25 Institutions Graduating Latinos in 

STEM (2012-13) 
Certificates Awarded to Latinos 

•Instituto de Banca y Comercio Inc, PR 

•South Texas College, TX 

•Miami Dade College, FL 

•Wyotech-Long Beach, CA  

•United Education Institute-Huntington Park, CA 

  

Associate Degrees Awarded to Latinos 

•South Texas College, TX 

•San Jacinto Community College, TX 

•University of Phoenix-Online 

•El Paso Community College, TX 

•Instituto Tecnologico de Puerto Rico-Recinto de 

Guayama, PR 

 

Bachelor Degrees Awarded to Latinos 

•University of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez, PR 

•Florida International University, FL 

•The University of Texas at El Paso, TX 

•Texas A & M University-College Station, TX 

•The University of Texas-Pan American, TX 

 

Masters Degrees Awarded to Latinos  

•Universidad Politecnica de Puerto Rico, PR 

•Florida International University, FL 

•The University of Texas at El Paso, TX 

•University of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez, PR 

•University of Southern California, CA 

  

Doctoral Degrees Awarded to Latinos  

•Stanford University, CA 

•University of California-Berkeley, CA 

•The University of Texas at El Paso, TX 

•University of California-Davis, CA  

•University of California-Irvine, CA 



Top 25 Institutions Graduating Latinos in 

Computer & Information Science (2012-13) 
Certificates Awarded to Latinos 

•South Texas College, TX 

•Instituto de Banca y Comercio Inc, PR 

•Valencia College, FL 

•Florida Career College-Miami, FL 

•Rio Salado College, AZ 

  

Associate Degrees Awarded to Latinos 

•University of Phoenix-Online, AZ 

•CUNY Borough of Manhattan Community     College, 

NY 

•Northern Virginia Community College, VA 

•Miami Dade College, FL 

•Coleman University, CA 

 

Bachelor Degrees Awarded to Latinos 

• University of Phoenix-Online, AZ 

• Atlantic University College, PR 

• Florida International University, FL 

• University of Maryland-University College, MD 

• Inter American University of Puerto Rico-Bayamon, PR 
 

Masters Degrees Awarded to Latinos  

• Nova Southeastern University, FL 

• University of Maryland-University College, MD 

• DePaul University, IL 

• American InterContinental University-Online, IL 

• Capella University, MN 
 

Doctoral Degrees Awarded to Latinos  

• Nova Southeastern University, FL 

• Capella University, MN 

• Colorado Technical University-Colorado Springs, CO 

• The University of Texas at El Paso, TX 

• Michigan State University, MI 



What Works: STEM pathways 



What Works 
College Readiness: Mathematics Intensive Summer Session (MISS): California State University- 

Fullerton, CA - Since 1990, High school girls attend MISS courses in college prep math at the Algebra II 

level and above during the summer. Assigned to teams of four, students build collaborative learning 

skills. Latinas are the largest ethnic group of participants (57%).  
 

 

Academic support: Computing Alliance of Hispanic-Serving Institutions (CAHSI) - University of 

Texas at El Paso, TX – CAHSI is a consortium of 10 HSIs with goals to: (1) increase the number of 

Hispanic students who enter the computing workforce with advanced degrees; (2) support the retention 

and advancement of Hispanic students and faculty in computing; and (3) develop and sustain 

competitive education and research programs.  
 

Retention and completion: ARMAS (Achieving in Research Math and Science) Center - New 

Mexico Highlands University, NM – ARMAS’s goal is to increase STEM student retention and 

graduation through collaborative-based and innovative best practices, including STEM fellowship 

opportunities and the provision of supplemental instruction in STEM gateway courses.  

www.EdExcelencia.org/examples 
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