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I have only one major suggestion

I But I think it seizes on a massive opportunity.
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Mass incarceration as a health intervention

I Much research sees mass incarceration as a health
intervention, with some positive and some negative effects.

I To that end, we talk a great deal about how to minimize the
negatives of mass incarceration and maximize the positives.
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But we need to think more broadly (1)

I The incarcerated are not the only vulnerable population here.

I Indeed, their families and friends also experience many of the
same conditions they faced prior to incarceration, so we should
expect their health to also be suboptimal – and this doesn’t
assume that family member incarceration harms health.

I (There is mounting evidence that it does, however.)
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But we need to think more broadly (2)

I The population of individuals tied to inmates such (as their
family members) is far larger than the population of inmates.

I So the public health impact of getting those folks enrolled in
healthcare, which many of them are not, could be huge.
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To that end

I I propose using prison and jail admission as an opportunity to
get this vulnerable population signed up using information
gleaned from their recently incarcerated family members.

I Many folks would not want to provide information on their
family members to government officials, so it seems like this is
a policy intervention that would also need external buy-in.
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Even if you don’t like that suggestion

I We still need to think of ways to enhance the health of
vulnerable populations through interventions that involve
individuals connected to current and former inmates.
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