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It’s a Good Paper 

Good extension of Kirkman, Gibson & 
Kim (2012) to team science 
– Adds many useful perspectives about 

comparison of business teams to science 
teams 

– Especially Table 1 (though some quibbles) 
Particularly like Table 2 and its 

associated discussion 
Good points made by Hinnant 

 



Literature Considered 

Focus is on journal publications 
Two important omissions 

– In most fields of computer science, 
conference proceedings are first-class 
publications 

• Large literature on team science 
– In the field of Social Studies of Science, 

many major publications are books 
• Especially relevant to long-term studies “in the 

wild” 



Variety of Kinds of Science 

 Routine vs. high risk science 
 Facility-oriented science 

– High energy physics 
– Astronomy 

 Database-oriented science 
– Creating large collections that will allow certain kinds of 

science to be done 
– Examples 

• BIRN: Gathering functional MRIs of schizophrenic 
patients 

• Metagenomics: studying the population genetic 
characteristics of complex environments over time (e.g., 
the ocean) 



Issues re Table 1 

 Financing of science 
– Ongoing need to acquire resources 
– 3- to 5-year cycles for most science 

 Traditions of collaboration 
– High: particle physics 
– Low: earthquake engineering 

 Incentives for collaboration, data sharing 
– Delicate balance of cooperation vs. competition 
– Intersects with career stages 

 Importance of management plans 
– Beyond just leadership 
– Requirements for NSF, NIH large projects 



My Next Steps 

Further details and illustrations of the 
points made in written report 
 

Pointers to key literature not included in 
Kirkman review 
 

Evolve the Collaboration Success 
Wizard 
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