


BECS Mission 

 Increase problem-focused understanding of 
coupled human-environment systems 

 Inform transitions to improved human well-being 
in the face of environmental change 

Science to Manage  
Environmental and Social Transitions 



BECS and BASC: 
CONTINUA 

Some Examples to Illustrate 
Differences and Similarities 

Environmental 
Phenomena 

Effects / 
Impacts 

Response(s) 
by people / 
society 

Environmental 
Change 

Drivers People / 
society 

BASC BECS 



BECS Expertise 
• Decision sciences 

• Socio-ecological interactions 

• Socio-economic valuation of environmental goods 

• Energy and natural resource management 

• Environmental governance, including risk analysis 

• National and international sustainable 
development 



BECS Current Portfolio 
• Climate and Social Stress: Implications for 

Security Analysis (recently completed) 

• Risk Management and Governance Issues in 
Shale Gas Extraction 

• Sustainability Science: Preparing for 10 Billion on 
the Planet (with CPOP and BLS) 

• U.S. GCRP Advisory Committee (with BASC) 

• Engaging Forestland Owners (with BOSE) 



Related BECS Reports  



www.nationalacademies.org/BECS 

http://www.nationalacademies.org/BECS
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