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Introduction 

Background 
Objectives 
Approach 
 Impact 
 Lessons Learned 



Overview & Background 

 UA, Division of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension 
Service 
 Extension includes 

 Landowner, Youth, Public, and Professional Education 

 2 county agents in each of the 77 counties 

 State specialists based at State Office, Research & 
Extension Centers, and UAM-School of Forest 
Resources 

 Arkansas Forest Resources Center 
 Integrates teaching, extension, & research 

 Members includes Forestry & Wildlife Extension 
Faculty  

 



Continuing Forestry Education 

 Registered foresters are required 
by State Law to complete 8 hours 
of continuing education a year to 
maintain their registration. 

   

 Partners include the Arkansas 
Forestry Commission, the Arkansas 
Forestry Association, Arkansas 
Board of Registered Foresters, and 
the Society of American Foresters. 

 



Program Implementation 
 Program designed @ local level 

 County agents, foresters, Society of 
American Foresters officers, Board 
members, Extension Foresters 

 Day long conferences 

 Multiple topics 

 KEY: Provide 8 hrs. CFE’s 

 Invasive Species 
 Incorporated into program in 2012 



Invasive Species in AR Forests 

 Program Funded by: 
 Arkansas State Plant Board 

 USDA Agriculture, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) 

 Focus: 
 Education regarding potential 

invasive species to AR forests 

 Train professionals, MGs, MNs, 
agents 

 

 Methods: 
 Presentations 

 Website 

 On-line courses 

 State-wide Conference 

 Educational materials 



Website: Arkansasinvasives.org 



On-line Course: Arkansas Invaders 

 Instructional 
videos 

 Scripted 
Presentations  

 On-line reading 
materials 

 Discussion board 

 Quizzes 

 Resources 

 Certificate 

 CFE’s 



Impacts  

 400 registered foresters educated 

 80% of all foresters registered in AR 

 Includes foresters from AR, OK, LA, 
TX 

 Estimated 3.3 million acres of 
woodland (~18% of the forested 
acres in AR) 

 > 250 Master Gardeners educated 

 One Master Gardener wrote: 
 

 “Because of two presentations 
of yours that I heard, I removed 
five burning bushes as well as a 
wee clump of Japanese Blood 
grass. People drive by my 
gardens to get ideas about what 
to plant…they stop and ask 
questions too.  

 “Rather difficult for me to say, 
‘Don’t plant these’ when they 
are on display in our yard. … 
Just wanted you to know that 
you are making a difference 
with your talks”. 

 



Key to Success 
• Partnerships 
• Asking for (& listening to) input 

• Recognizing that our peers 
have answers as well 

• We don’t know it all! 
• Local knowledge 

• Top down doesn’t work well 
• Flexibility 

• Be willing to change……. 
 



Questions? 

 

 


	Invasive Species Education Project
	Introduction
	Overview & Background
	Continuing Forestry Education
	Program Implementation
	Invasive Species in AR Forests
	Website: Arkansasinvasives.org
	On-line Course: Arkansas Invaders
	Impacts 
	Key to Success
	Questions?

