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Articulation and Transfer



national

• federal financial aid follows regional accreditation

• accredited institutions agree to recognize each other’s 
coursework in transfer

• course to course

• course to requirement:

elective

majorgeneral 
education



state

• tension over degree applicability

• areas of typical interest:
• common course numbering
• credit for externally developed examinations
• credit for prior learning

elective

majorgeneral 
education



General Education Certification

English Communication A

Math & Quantitative Reasoning B4

Arts & Humanities C

Social Science D

Science (including lab) B1-3

Self-Development E



Sources of General Education (48 units total)

California State University (“receiving institution”)

nine upper-division units

certifying
California Community College

(“sending institution”)

39 lower-division units

prior learning at the
baccalaureate level

(“pass-along”)

* other CCCs or four-years
* military and other training
* external exams (AP or IB)

up to 39 units



shortfall of one million 
STEM graduates



“In the United States, fewer than 40% of the students who 
enter college with the intention of majoring in a STEM field 

complete a STEM degree.

“Most of the students who leave STEM fields switch to non-
STEM majors after taking introductory science, math, and 

engineering courses.

“Many of the students who leave STEM majors are capable of 
the work, making the retention of students who express initial 

interest in STEM subjects an excellent group from which to 
draw some of the additional one million STEM graduates.

“Many students who transfer out of STEM majors perform 
well, but they describe the teaching methods and atmosphere 
in introductory STEM classes as ineffective and uninspiring.”
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