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1880: Lighthouse Surveys  

1890: National 
Weather Service 

Cooperative 
Observer Program  

1900: National Audubon Society 
Christmas Bird Count 
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Cornell Nest 
Record Card 
Program, 1965 

Project 
FeederWatch, 
1987 
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Citizen Science 
Members of the public engaging in 
authentic scientific investigations:   

Asking questions, collecting or processing 
data, and/or interpreting results. 
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Yields Scientific Knowledge 
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Offers Educational Opportunities  
for Youth! 

ÅProvides easy access to rich 
data for discovery 
ÅOffers a range of research 

experiences in a wide range of 
settings 
ÅCan yield powerful learning 

outcomes 
ÅOffers excellent opportunities 

for examining development of 
science identity  
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eBird outputs, April 2014: 

Å150,000 plus unique eBirders 

Å10.5 million hours in the field 

Å150 million observations 

Å90 peer-reviewed publications 

ÅData exploration, visualization, and 
analysis tools used by 1 million unique 
visitors annually 
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