
 

The Community Guide, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

*   The Community Guide website <http://www.thecommunityguide.org/index.html>. 
*   Community Preventive Services Task Force’s 2014-2015 Annual Report to Congress 
<http://www.thecommunityguide.org/annualreport/index.html>. 

 1.  What is The Community Guide <http://www.thecommunityguide.org/about/index.html>? 

 2.  Who is the Community Preventive Services Task Force 
<http://www.thecommunityguide.org/about/aboutTF.html>? 

 3.  Task Force Liaisons <http://www.thecommunityguide.org/about/liaisons.html>: Agencies and 
organizations that have official status with the Community Preventive Services Task Force, and how they 
work with the Task Force to represent the needs of their members and constituents. 

 4.  Information on how users are engaged in the systematic review process 
<http://www.thecommunityguide.org/about/systematic-rev-team.html>. 

 5.  The Community Guide In Action <http://www.thecommunityguide.org/CG-in-Action/index.html>: 
Stories of use of The Community Guide across the U.S. and the resulting impact. 

6. Mercer SL, Sleet DA, Elder RW, Cole KH, Shults RA, Nichols JL. Translating evidence into policy: Lessons 
learned from the case of lowering the legal blood alcohol limit for drivers. Annals of Epidemiology; 2010; 
20:412-420. <http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1047279710000505> 

This case study examines the translation of evidence on the effectiveness of laws to reduce the 
blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of drivers into policy. It was reconstructed through discussions among 
individuals involved in the processes as well as a review of documentation and feedback on oral 
presentations. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention collaborated extensively with federal and 
non-federal partners and stakeholders in conducting a rigorous systematic review, using the processes 
of the Guide to Community Preventive Services to evaluate the body of empirical evidence on 0.08% 
BAC laws. The timely dissemination of the findings and related policy recommendations made by the 
independent Task Force on Community Preventive Services to Congress very likely contributed to the 
inclusion of strong incentives to States to adopt 0.08 BAC laws by October 2003. Subsequent 
dissemination to partners and stakeholders informed decision-making about support for state legislative 
and policy action. This case study suggests the value of: clearly outlining the relationships between 
health problems, interventions and outcomes; systematically assessing and synthesizing the evidence; 
using a credible group and rigorous process to assess the evidence; having an impartial body make 
specific policy recommendations on the basis of the evidence; being ready to capitalize in briefly 
opening policy windows; engaging key partners and stakeholders throughout the production and 
dissemination of the evidence and recommendations; undertaking personalized, targeted and 
compelling dissemination of the evidence and recommendations; involving multiple stakeholders in 
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encouraging uptake and adherence of policy recommendations; and addressing sustainability. These 
lessons learned may help others working to translate evidence into policy. 

 

 Detail on Community Guide systematic review methods 

<http://www.thecommunityguide.org/about/methods.html>. 

 Detail on Community Guide economic review methods 

<http://www.thecommunityguide.org/about/economics.html>. 

 All Task Force Findings and all Topics  
access from the menu bar at the top of The Community Guide website home page 
<http://www.thecommunityguide.org/index.html>. 
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