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National Trends in Incarceration 



State Trends in Incarceration 



Adult Men’s Incarceration: 93% of Incarcerated 
Population (Carson 2015) 



 
Adult Women’s Incarceration: 7% of Incarcerated 

Population (Carson 2015) 



Importance of Studying both Paternal and Maternal 
Incarceration 

Almost 2/3 
of female 
inmates are 
mothers of 
minor 
children 
(Glaze and 
Maruschak 
2008) 



1.  EFFECTS OF ADULT INCARCERATION ON 
INDIVIDUALS 



EFFECTS OF ADULT INCARCERATION ON INDIVIDUALS: 
Results from Broad-Scale Community Samples 

 Male Incarceration Multiple Influences: 
 Diminished Earnings (Western 2006) 
 Barriers to Employment (Pager 2003; 2007; Pager, Western, 

Bonikowski 2009) 
 Risk of Divorce (Western 2006; Massoglia, Remster and King 2011) 
 Diminished Political Participation (Manza and Uggen 2006) 
 Housing Insecurity and Homelessness (Geller and Curtis, 2011) 

 Influences on Health Problems: 
 Men’s Health:  
 Paternal Incarceration and Depression: (Turney, Wildeman and 

Schnittker 2012);  
 Male Incarceration and Psychiatric Disorders: (Schnittker, 

Massoglia, and Uggen 2012);   
 Women’s Health:  Maternal Incarceration and Women’s Self-rated 

Health:  (Turney and Wildeman 2015) 



2.  ADULT INCARCERATION EFFECTS ON FAMILIES 



FAMILY EFFECTS I:  IMPACT ON FEMALE PARTNERS  
OF INCARECERATED MEN 



FAMILY EFFECTS I: INFLUENCES OF ADULT 
MALE INCARCERATION ON FAMILIES 

 Male incarceration effects on adult women: 
 

 Megan Comfort’s (2008) Doing Time Together:  Impact 
of men’s incarceration on female spouses and partners 
“Secondary Prisonization” 
 

 Paternal incarceration effects on diminished maternal 
mental health (Wildeman, Schnittker, and Turney 2012)  
 

 Paternal incarceration effects on reduced in-kind support 
for mothers (Turney, Schnittker, and Wildeman 2012)  
 



FAMILY EFFECTS II:  EFFECTS OF PARENTAL 
INCARCERATION 



Over Half of Adult Prisoners are Parents (Mumola 
2000; Glaze and Maruschak 2008) 

http://blogs.reuters.com/fullfocus/2012/12/07/raised-behind-bars/
http://www.ktul.com/story/25372629/the-school-to-prison-pipeline-is-funneling-children-into-the-system-research-shows


FAMILY EFFECTS II:  PARENTAL INCARCERATION  

 Paternal Incarceration Effects on Families: 
 

 Financial Strains (Schwartz-Soicher, Geller and 
Garfinkel 2011) 
 

 Family Processes and Relationships:  Overview by 
Arditti (2012); Maternal Neglect and Harsh 
Parenting (Turney 2014) 



 
 

National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent and Adult 
Health (Add Health)  

Harris, K.M., C.T. Halpern, E. Whitsel, J. Hussey, J. Tabor, P. Entzel, and J.R. Udry. 2009. The National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent 
Health: Research Design [WWW document]. URL: http://www.cpc.unc.edu/projects/addhealth/design. 
 



Percent Exposure of Young Adults by Race/Ethnicity to 
Incarceration of Father by Wave IV (2007 -2008)* 

82% 

18% 

Hispanics Without
Incarcerated Father
Figure
Hispanics With
Incarcerated Father
Figure

13% 

87% 
Whites with
Incarcerated Father
Figure
Whites without
Incarcerated Father
Figure

76 
% 

24 
% 

African Americans
Without Incarcerated
Father
African Americans With
Incarcerated Father
(Ever)

* Because minority youth are more exposed to incarceration of fathers, 
they are also more impacted by all the generic and cumulative effects 
that follow from the incarceration of fathers 



Major Social Historical Events During Add Health Panel  

Add 
Health 
Wave I 

Great 
Recession & 
Add Health 
Wave IV 



Study Design (Add Health) 



Measuring Parental Imprisonment in Add Health 

 Wave III: In-Home Sample 
 “Has your biological father ever served time in jail or 

prison?” (1=yes). 
 14.7% biological father incarcerated 
 

 Wave IV:  In-home Sample 
 “Has/did your biological father ever (spend/spent) time in jail or 

prison?” (1=yes). 
 15.6% biological father incarcerated 

 
 Wave IV:  In-home Sample 

 “Has/did your biological mother ever (spend/spent) time in jail or 
prison?” (1=yes). 

 4.2% biological mother incarcerated 

 



Measuring Paternal Incarceration with Add Health 

 Reliability (Waves III& IV): 
 

 Correlation in reports of paternal imprisonment 
between waves III and IV is r=.63, (p<.001). 
 

 If exclude new onset cases at Wave IV, the 
correlation across waves is r=.82, (p<.001). 



Measuring Parental Imprisonment in Add Health 

 Chronicity (Wave IV): 
 

 Wave IV:  How many times (has/did) your biological 
mother (spend/spent) time in jail or prison? 
 Mothers: 1-20 times 
 Fathers: 1-53 times 

 
 



Measuring Parental Imprisonment in Add Health 

 Duration (Wave IV): 
 

 How old were you when your biological 
mother/father went to prison (the first time)? 
 

 How old were you when your biological 
mother/father went to prison (the last time)? 
 



Examples of Findings on Maternal and Paternal Influences on 
Children’s Outcomes 

 
  Children’s Internalizing  & 

Externalizing Symptoms 
Children’s  
Social Exclusion & Marginalization 

Maternal 
Imprisonment 

 
Risk Effects: 
Huebner and Gustafson 2007; Foster and 
Hagan 2013; Hagan and Foster 2012; Lee, 
Fang, and Luo 2013; Muftic, Bouffard and 
Armstrong 2016 
 
Null  & Heterogeneous  Effects:  
Wakefield and Wildeman 2014; Turney and 
Wildeman 2015; Wildeman and Turney 
2014 
 
 

 
Risk Effects: 
Education (Hagan and Foster 2012b) 
 
Foster Care (Swann and Sylvester 2006) 
 
Null Effects: 
Homelessness (Wildeman 2014) 

Paternal 
Imprisonment 

 
Risk Effects: 
Wildeman 2010 
Murray and Farrington 2005 
Roettger and Swisher 2011 
Wakefield and Wildeman 2014 
Foster and Hagan 2013 
Turney 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Risk Effects : 
Education :  (Foster and Hagan 2007: Hagan and Foster 
2012a; Turney and Haskins 2014) 
 
Homelessness  (Wildeman 2014) 
 
Powerlessness (Hagan and Foster 2016) 

 

 



 
Findings on Parental Incarceration from Studies 

with Add Health: 

 
 1) Economic  & Food Insecurity 

 
 2) Receipt of Health Services 

 
 3) College Access & Completion 



Measures of Economic & Food Insecurity 
 (Hagan and Foster, 2015, RSJSS) 

 2001/2008: asked whether able to pay for: 
 Phone 
 Rent/mortgage 
 Utility bills 
 Food 

 
 Assumed basics in developed societies 
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Receipt of Health Services 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proportions Receiving Medical Services When Needed by Parental 
Incarceration 

0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

Maternal
Incarceration

No Maternal
Incarceration

Paternal
Incarceration

No Paternal
Incarceration

*** 

*** 



0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

Maternal
Incarceration &

full controls

& Health
Insurance

& Economic
Insecurity

O
d

d
s 

R
at

io
s 

Mediation of Maternal Incarceration Effect on 
Receipt of Medical Services (with Multiple 

Imputation) (W4) 

* † 

-6% -32% 



0.7

0.75

0.8

0.85

0.9

0.95

1

African American
& controls

 & Health
Insurance

 & Economic
Insecurity

Mediation of African American Effect on Receipt of Health 
Services by Economic Insecurity & Other Factors (W4) 

* 

-17% 
-28% 

† 
† 



3.  ADULT INCARCERATION EFFECTS ON 
COMMUNITIES 



IMPACT OF ADULT INCARCERATION ON COMMUNITIES 

 Spillover Effects:  Maternal and Paternal Levels of 
Imprisonment in Schools 
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Spillover Effects 

 Not just the children of incarcerated parents  
 

 Also affecting youth in schools where many other children 
have parents in prison. 
 

 These schools become “prison places”  (Clear 2007: 68)  
 

 Youth may learn not to conceive of college as mobility 
route 
 
 



Hagan and Foster, Sociology of Education 2012a 
Hagan and Foster, Law & Society Review 2012b 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Societal Benefits of Government Investment in 
Measuring Incarceration Effects on Health Outcomes 

 
 “Historical Time and Place” (Elder 1998):  Add 

Health sample are children of mass incarceration 
who also endured the Great Recession 

 Nationally representative estimates and effects of 
paternal and maternal incarceration in general 
community school-based sample 

 Paternal incarceration effects measured over time 



Societal Benefits of Government Investment in 
Measuring Incarceration Effects on Health Outcomes 

 Spillover effects: Estimates of parental incarceration 
effects in schools on those with and without an 
incarcerated parent 
 
 

 Broad scale study permits investigation of mediating 
pathways- we have found especially through 
education and economic deprivation. 



Societal Benefits of Government Investment in 
Measuring Incarceration Effects on Health Outcomes 

 Permits investigation of health-specific and broad-scale 
outcome effects on young adults. 
 
 

 Longitudinal sample:  Potential to investigate effects 
from adolescent to later adult life course (Wave V). 
 

 Racial/Ethnic Disadvantage: Documents that because 
minority youth are more exposed to incarceration of 
fathers, they are also more impacted by all the generic 
and cumulative effects that follow from the incarceration 
of fathers  
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