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My	
  Research	
  Agenda:	
  	
  
Educa&on	
  &	
  Economic	
  Mobility	
  

•  Evaluate	
  effect	
  of	
  educa&on	
  policies	
  on	
  
educa&onal	
  aDainment,	
  achievement	
  &	
  well-­‐
being	
  
•  Charter	
  schools,	
  class	
  size,	
  K12	
  curricula,	
  financial	
  aid	
  

•  Document	
  levels,	
  trends	
  &	
  inequality	
  in	
  
educa&onal	
  outcomes	
  
– By	
  parental	
  income	
  
– By	
  race,	
  sex	
  



Data	
  Sources	
  I	
  Use	
  

•  Tradi&onal	
  surveys	
  
– NLSY,	
  PSID,	
  CPS,	
  ACS,	
  Census	
  
– NCES	
  datasets:	
  NLS,	
  HSB,	
  ECLS	
  

•  Administra&ve	
  Data	
  
– Research	
  partnerships	
  with	
  state	
  educa&on	
  
agencies	
  

– MassachuseDs,	
  Michigan,	
  Tennessee	
  



Research:	
  Charter	
  school	
  	
  
effects	
  in	
  MassachuseDs	
  

	
  •  Data	
  Sources	
  
– School	
  data:	
  loDeries	
  
– State	
  data:	
  test	
  scores,	
  grade	
  progression,	
  HS	
  
gradua&on	
  

– Other	
  data:	
  AP	
  scores,	
  SAT	
  scores,	
  postsecondary	
  
aDendance	
  &	
  degrees	
  (incomplete,	
  NSC)	
  

•  Research	
  gaps	
  
– Parents’	
  educa&on,	
  income,	
  occupa&on	
  
– Students’	
  earnings,	
  unemployment,	
  occupa&on	
  



Research:	
  Inequality	
  in	
  	
  
academic	
  achievement	
  

	
  •  Data	
  
– MI	
  administra&ve	
  data	
  

•  test	
  scores	
  
•  subsidized	
  lunch	
  eligibility	
  (FRPL)	
  

•  Measuring	
  SES	
  
– FRPL	
  eligibility	
  the	
  only	
  informa&on	
  on	
  SES	
  in	
  
administra&ve,	
  educa&on	
  data	
  systems	
  

– Educa&on	
  research	
  increasingly	
  relies	
  on	
  these	
  
data	
  sources	
  
•  IES	
  focus	
  &	
  funding	
  



Crude	
  Measure:	
  50%	
  FRPL-­‐eligible	
  



Squeezing	
  More	
  Info	
  Out	
  of	
  FRPL	
  

Source:	
  Michelmore	
  &	
  Dynarski	
  



Research:	
  Income	
  inequality	
  in	
  	
  
postsecondary	
  aDainment	
  

	
  •  Outcomes	
  
– College	
  aDendance	
  
– Degree	
  comple&on	
  

•  Data	
  
– NLSY79	
  &	
  NLSY97;	
  PSID	
  
– NCES	
  (decadal	
  longitudinal	
  surveys)	
  
–  IRS	
  (as	
  of	
  late	
  90s	
  has	
  aDendance,	
  not	
  degrees)	
  



Source:	
  Bailey	
  &	
  Dynarski	
  





Source:	
  Duncan,	
  Kalil,	
  Ziol-­‐Guest	
  

Parents’	
  Income	
  &	
  Educa&on	
  



Parents’	
  Income	
  &	
  Educa&on	
  
Done	
  Wrong:	
  CPS	
  











BeDer	
  data,	
  beDer	
  research	
  
•  Effects	
  of	
  educa&on	
  interven&ons	
  on	
  adult	
  well-­‐
being	
  
–  Connec&on	
  to	
  state	
  educa&on	
  data	
  cri&cal	
  	
  
–  Trace	
  effects	
  during	
  school	
  to	
  effects	
  in	
  adulthood	
  

•  Need	
  the	
  short-­‐term	
  connec&on	
  to	
  inform	
  educa&on	
  policy	
  
–  ED	
  has	
  poured	
  money	
  into	
  building	
  these	
  systems	
  &	
  
funding	
  of	
  research	
  partnerships	
  

•  Barriers	
  
–  FERPA	
  and	
  its	
  variable	
  interpreta&on	
  
–  Varying	
  legal,	
  administra&ve,	
  &	
  research	
  capacity	
  at	
  
states	
  



Improving	
  Research	
  I	
  
Effects	
  of	
  educa&on	
  interven&ons	
  on	
  adult	
  well-­‐being	
  

	
  •  Data	
  Needs	
  
–  Student	
  Outcomes	
  

•  Connec&on	
  of	
  adult	
  outcomes	
  to	
  state	
  educa&on	
  data	
  
•  Trace	
  effects	
  during	
  school	
  to	
  effects	
  in	
  adulthood	
  
•  Need	
  the	
  short-­‐term	
  connec&on	
  to	
  inform	
  educa&on	
  policy	
  

–  Parental	
  Background	
  
•  BeDer	
  info	
  on	
  SES	
  
•  Limited	
  to	
  subsidized-­‐lunch	
  variable	
  

•  Barriers	
  &	
  Opportuni&es	
  
–  FERPA	
  and	
  its	
  variable	
  interpreta&on	
  
–  Varying	
  legal,	
  administra&ve,	
  &	
  research	
  capacity	
  at	
  states	
  
–  ED	
  has	
  poured	
  money	
  into	
  building	
  these	
  systems	
  &	
  
funding	
  of	
  research	
  partnerships	
  



Improving	
  Research	
  II	
  
Intergenera&onal	
  mobility	
  in	
  postsecondary	
  educa&on	
  

	
  
•  Data	
  Need	
  
–  Comprehensive	
  na&onal	
  data	
  on	
  aDendance,	
  aDainment,	
  
degrees	
  

–  Na&onal	
  Student	
  Clearinghouse	
  is	
  private,	
  incomplete,	
  
expensive	
  	
  

•  Barriers	
  &	
  Opportuni&es	
  
–  Unit	
  record	
  ban	
  

•  Law	
  barring	
  feds	
  from	
  construc&ng	
  database	
  of	
  college	
  students	
  
•  Higher	
  educa&on	
  associa&ons	
  lobbied	
  for	
  this	
  to	
  block	
  
accountability	
  

–  ED	
  has	
  info	
  only	
  for	
  aid	
  recipients	
  in	
  Na&onal	
  Student	
  Loan	
  
Data	
  System	
  
•  Includes	
  parental	
  income	
  for	
  dependents	
  (age	
  <	
  24)	
  



Who	
  Controls	
  the	
  Data?	
  

•  K12	
  educa&on	
  is	
  locally	
  funded	
  &	
  controlled	
  
– Districts,	
  and	
  to	
  some	
  extent,	
  states.	
  	
  
–  Feds	
  have	
  zero	
  student-­‐level	
  administra&ve	
  data	
  

•  Postsec	
  is	
  funded	
  both	
  locally	
  &	
  na&onally,	
  but	
  
controlled	
  locally	
  
–  Feds	
  provide	
  student-­‐level	
  funding:	
  loans,	
  Pell	
  Grants	
  
–  Feds	
  have	
  NSLDS,	
  a	
  census	
  of	
  students	
  who	
  use	
  this	
  
aid	
  

–  Some	
  states	
  have	
  data	
  systems,	
  many	
  don’t	
  
•  When	
  they	
  do,	
  it’s	
  public	
  colleges	
  



Website	
  for	
  more	
  informa&on:	
  
hDp://users.nber.org/~dynarski/	
  

	
  


