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The  Growth  in  Unmarried  Motherhood
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Source:	
  IPUMS	
  Census/ACS	
  1960-­‐2010.	
  Updated	
  from	
  McLanahan	
  (2004).	
  



•  Longitudinal	
  survey	
  of	
  5,000	
  children	
  born	
  in	
  late	
  1990s	
  
•  Follows	
  focal	
  child,	
  mother,	
  and	
  father	
  from	
  birth	
  to	
  child’s	
  9th	
  birthday,	
  	
  
regardless	
  of	
  rela#onship	
  or	
  residen#al	
  status	
  	
  

	
  (15-­‐year	
  follow-­‐up	
  survey	
  currently	
  in	
  the	
  field)	
  
•  Urban	
  sample:	
  representaKve	
  of	
  ciKes	
  with	
  populaKons	
  200,000+	
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Source:	
  Fragile	
  Families	
  &	
  Child	
  Wellbeing	
  Baseline	
  Survey	
  

Only	
  1	
  in	
  5	
  nonmarital	
  children	
  is	
  born	
  to	
  a	
  “single”	
  mother.	
  
The	
  rest	
  are	
  born	
  to	
  “fragile	
  families.”	
  



Father’s  Contribu=ons  and  Involvement  During  Pregnancy  
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Source:	
  Families	
  &	
  Child	
  Wellbeing	
  Baseline	
  Survey,	
  Mother’s	
  Report	
  	
  



Rela=onship  Stability  Following  a  Birth
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%	
  of	
  couples	
  who	
  broke	
  up	
  by	
  child’s…	
  

Married	
   Unmarried	
  

Sources:	
  Author’s	
  tabulaKons	
  of	
  Fragile	
  Families	
  &	
  Child	
  Wellbeing	
  Surveys	
  Waves	
  1-­‐4	
  (sample	
  restricted	
  to	
  
couples	
  who	
  were	
  in	
  a	
  relaKonship	
  at	
  the	
  child’s	
  birth).	
  



Intensive  Father-­‐Child  Contact  in  Past  Month,    
by  Years  Since  Parents’  Roman=c  Rela=onship  Ended
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Source:	
  Fragile	
  Families	
  &	
  Child	
  Wellbeing	
  Survey.	
  Intensive	
  contact	
  measured	
  as	
  
seeing	
  child	
  at	
  least	
  8	
  days	
  in	
  past	
  month.	
  Mothers’	
  reports.	
  	
  



Repartnering  in  Fragile  Families,    
by  Child’s  5th  Birthday  
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Source:	
  	
  Author’s	
  tabulaKons	
  of	
  Waves	
  1-­‐4	
  of	
  the	
  Fragile	
  Families	
  &	
  Child	
  Wellbeing	
  Survey.	
  
Counts	
  total	
  number	
  of	
  mothers’	
  and	
  fathers’	
  new	
  romanKc	
  relaKonships	
  that	
  lasted	
  at	
  least	
  three	
  months.	
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Amount  of  Mul=-­‐Partner  Fer=lity  (Half-­‐Sibs)  
in  Fragile  Families  by  Child’s  5th  Birthday


Source:	
  	
  Author’s	
  tabulaKons	
  of	
  Waves	
  1-­‐4	
  of	
  the	
  Fragile	
  Families	
  &	
  Child	
  Wellbeing	
  Survey.	
  
Counts	
  total	
  number	
  of	
  half-­‐siblings	
  (biological	
  children	
  of	
  either	
  mother	
  or	
  father,	
  but	
  not	
  both).	
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Complexity  by  5th  Birthday


Source:	
  	
  Tabulated	
  from	
  Waves	
  1-­‐4	
  of	
  the	
  Fragile	
  Families	
  &	
  Child	
  Wellbeing	
  Survey,	
  	
  
a	
  naKonally	
  representaKve	
  sample	
  of	
  children	
  born	
  	
  in	
  the	
  late	
  1990s	
  in	
  ciKes	
  with	
  populaKons	
  of	
  200,000	
  or	
  more.	
  	
  

Fragile	
  Families	
  are	
  defined	
  as	
  biological	
  parents	
  who	
  were	
  unmarried	
  at	
  Kme	
  of	
  birth.	
  



Opportuni=es/Limita=ons


•  The	
  family	
  as	
  a	
  unit	
  of	
  measurement	
  for	
  studies	
  of	
  economic	
  mobility.	
  	
  
•  The	
  “Missing	
  Men”	
  Problem	
  
•  The	
  “Missing	
  FerKlity”	
  Problem	
  

•  The	
  family	
  as	
  a	
  mechanism	
  in	
  the	
  reproducKon	
  of	
  inequality.	
  
•  Effects	
  of	
  childhood	
  condiKons	
  on	
  adult	
  family	
  formaKon	
  and	
  stability	
  
•  Effects	
  of	
  family	
  structure	
  and	
  stability	
  on	
  the	
  long-­‐term	
  outcomes	
  of	
  children	
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