
 
 

 
Call for White Papers 

The deadline for submissions is February 15, 2017. 

The Board on Behavioral, Cognitive, and Sensory Sciences is leading an unclassified decadal survey 
sponsored by the Office of the Director of National Intelligence to identify opportunities in the social 
and behavioral sciences (SBS) that are poised to contribute significantly to the analytic responsibilities 
of the intelligence community (IC).  See below for the full Statement of Task. This project kicked-off 
with a national summit that was held on October 4-5, 2016.  Currently, we are in the second phase of 
the study, the decadal survey.  A key aspect of the decadal survey is the outreach to and input gathered 
from the scientific and, in this study, the intelligence communities. 

As part of the outreach and information gathering requirement, the decadal survey will have two 
separate calls for white papers. The present call for white papers is being issued to provide direct input 
from the scientific community into the initial work of the committee and workshop panels.  Toward 
that end, we are seeking input from SBS academics and researchers with IC experience and/or 
knowledge to provide insights into the IC’s needs and challenges with respect to the use of SBS 
research for analytic capabilities.  White papers should address the following questions: 

1. What are some of the key challenges, questions, and needs facing the intelligence community 
regarding social and behavioral developments (see below)? 

2. What makes these challenges and questions important at this time and in the foreseeable 
future?  

3. What are the anticipated national security benefits for addressing these challenges and 
questions? 

In response to these questions, it is anticipated that white papers will consider challenges and 
questions across a range of SBS domains with possible implications for national security and 
intelligence analysis. Such areas may include (but are not limited to): 

• Developments likely to affect human life and human capacity (e.g., advances in skill assessment 
and training; enhancements of physical capabilities; massive urbanization and implications of 



 

megacities; treatment of diseases and migration of disease agents; and access to food, shelter, 
and/or healthcare) 

• Developments likely to affect social stability and social/political institutions and relationships 
between citizens and governments or employers (e.g., perceptions of equity and justice; 
enhanced capacity to identify individuals’ characteristics and tendencies  and advances in 
automation, emerging technologies and other changes to employment and communication) 

• Developments likely to affect governance, state capacity, and the viability of transnational 
regimes (e.g., expectations of government-provided services with regard to the varying 
characteristics and demographic profiles across populations; changes to government’s ability to 
satisfy the needs of citizens; and anticipation of fragmentation and consolidation of social and 
political units)  

• Development of global ideas and their uptake in different cultural and political contexts (e.g., 
social transmission of ideas through a variety of media and platforms; behaviors in response to 
strongly held beliefs; and implications for public well-being, trust in government, recruitment of 
terrorists and sympathizers; and destabilization of states) 

Please note that while this study is primarily focused on analysis (see Statement of Task); we also 
understand that collection plays a valuable role in facilitating the work of analysts.  Thus, white papers 
identifying key challenges in the area of collection as they relate to the social and behavioral sciences 
are also welcome.  

We thank you for taking the time to prepare and submit a white paper. The success of this decadal 
survey depends in large part on such input; it will be important that voices and ideas are heard from a 
broad range of disciplines and research communities.  The information gathered from these white 
papers will be used solely to inform this project and the work of the committee.  

A second call for white papers focused on SBS solutions to the IC challenges identified in this initial 
call for white papers will be announced mid-2017. To receive notifications of these requests, please 
sign up for the decadal survey listserv by emailing SBSDecadalSurvey@nas.edu.  

Submission Requirements/Instructions: 
• Paper length is limited to 5 pages with 2 pages of references. Anything beyond 7 pages will not 

be reviewed. 
• Paper margins should be at least 1” on all sides. 
• 12 point font. 
• 1.5 line spacing. 
• Papers should be submitted in PDF format. 
• There is a maximum single file size limit of 10MB.   
• File Name Format:  LastName_FirstName_PaperShortTitle  
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• Figures and tables published elsewhere should not be included. If such tables or figures are 
useful to your narrative, please provide citation information for the source and reference to the 
table or figure number. 

 

Please note that all submissions will be listed in the Public Access File for this project and posted 
online. As part of the submission process, the principal author will need to agree to the terms and 
conditions on the National Academies’ consent form.  

Responses are requested by February 15, 2017 to ensure that all documents are considered prior to 
the first meeting. 
 
Please direct all questions to Julie Schuck at JSchuck@nas.edu or 202-334-3379. 
 
To submit a white paper, please visit http://nas.edu/SBSDecadalSurvey_WhitePapers.  

Committee Statement of Task: 
The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine will carry out a decadal survey on the 
social and behavioral sciences (SBS) in areas relevant to national security. An ad hoc committee will be 
appointed to conduct the survey with the goal of identifying opportunities that are poised to contribute 
significantly to the intelligence community’s analytic responsibilities. The study will identify 
opportunities throughout the social sciences (e.g., sociology, demography, political science, economics, 
anthropology) and from behavioral sciences (e.g. psychology, cognition, neuroscience). The committee 
will work with the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) and security community 
members to understand government needs and expectations. The final consensus report will be based 
on the committee's consideration of broad national security priorities; relevant capabilities of elements 
within the security community to support and apply findings from social and behavioral science; cost 
and technical readiness; likely growth of research programs; emerging data, procedures, personnel, and 
other resources; and opportunities to leverage related research activities not directly supported by 
government. The committee will specify a range of relevant work that could be useful to the 
intelligence community for their consideration in developing future research priorities.  
 
The committee's primary tasks will be:  
  

1. Assess progress in addressing selected major social and behavioral scientific challenges that 
might prove useful to national security. Include discussion of approaches that are gaining 
strength and those that are losing strength. Where possible, rely on published meta-analyses. 
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2. Identify SBS opportunities that can be used to guide security community investment decisions 
and application efforts over the next 10 years.  

3. Specify approaches to facilitate productive interchange between the security community and 
the external social science research community. 

  
The survey will engage members of the SBS community to generate ideas for research that may benefit 
national security now and in the ensuing decade. The total project duration will be 30 months from 
summer 2016 to winter 2018. The committee’s final report will be available to the public. All work will 
be conducted at the unclassified level. The work is overseen by the Board on Behavioral, Cognitive, and 
Sensory Sciences (BBCSS), part of the Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education 
(DBASSE) of the Academies in collaboration with the newly-forming Intelligence Community Studies 
Board (ICSB) in the Division of Engineering and Physical Sciences.  
 


