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ONS area: our purpose and our focus
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Our Challenges and Opportunities:

 Knowledge: matching and linking data so as to
describe explain our society and our economy

e Exploiting non survey data in the age of the
Data Revolution

e Remaining trusted in the age of “fake news”

e Safeguarding the data while allowing it to be
used as a public asset for the public good



Our approach:



Statistical Governance in UK
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How ONS will look in future
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Metropolitan area: city story
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Academic story
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International story
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Enhanced Knowledge:



Use and Inform story
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Use and Inform: products story
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The Data Revolution



Non survey story
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UK Statistics
Authority —

accrediting
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Trust



Transparency

Regulation — trusted independent parties
regulate the production of Official Statistics

Statistics are explained
Inaccurate representation is challenged

Vision: Democratisation
— (Safe) Public access to data
— Public access to the Methods Library



UK Statistics
Authority

Consists of Eight Principles

: 1: i
Code of Practice Meeting User Needs

for Official

Statistics 2: Impartiality and

Objectivity

3: Integrity

4: Sound Methods and
Assured Quality

January 2009
5: Confidentiality

6: Proportionate Burden

7: Resources
Edition 1.0

8: Frankness and
Accessibility



For illustration quotes from principle 4

“official statistics are
produced to a level of
quality that meets users’
needs”

“users are informed about the quality of statistical outputs”

“publish quality guidelines and “official statistics are
ensure staff are suitably trained in produced according to
quality management” scientific principles”

“...produce consistent
historical data where
possible”
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Public Asset



Link: provision of raw materials story
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Secure Research Service (formally VML)

e Collected survey data
 De-identified data from across government

 Approved Researcher Scheme

— Access to data that cannot be published openly, used for
statistical research purposes,.

— Accredited person and approved research proposal
separately

— Private Sector Researchers can be approved provided
research serves the public good

— List of all accredited researchers will be published

— Details of research projects published to promote greater
transparency

— Accredited researchers must agree to publish the results
of all relevant research
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Spectrum of Data Access
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Methodological Transparency

Building a Methods Library

 Rationalise and standardise methods

* Document and specify scope of methods

e Ensure that most appropriate methods are used
* Increase reuse of methods

* Specify how library is to be used

Note that this library is a large “elephant” which will have to be consumed in small chunks
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