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Steady “confidence” in scientific community

% of U.S. adults who say they have a great deal of confidence in the people running each of these institutions
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Public often underestimates
scientific understanding or consensus

Not too well/

Very well Fairly well Not at all well

Medical scientists understand 5
health effects of the MMR vaccine... 10%

Climate SC|e.nt|sts understand the 40 39
causes of climate change...

Scientists understand the health
effects of eating GM food... 19 44 35

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016
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Mismatch between sources people trust
and sources people use

% of U.S. adults who say ...

They regularly get Each source type gets
their science news science facts right
GENERAL NEWS SOURCES from each source type most of the time

News outlets that S8
cover a range of topics ‘
SPECIALTY SOURCES

Documentaries or other

A A 5 52
science video programs 4=
Science magazines in
print or online
Science and technology % ;
centers or museums 12 5

Note: “Most of the time” combines those who said “almost all” or “more than half” of the time. Respondents
who gave other responses or who did not give an answer are not shown. Other source types rated are not
shown. Source: Survey conducted May 30-June 12, 2017. “Science News and Information Today”
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Wide mix of factors influencing public views
on science-related issues

Education or Race, Religion or
Party/ldeology  science knowledge ethnicity attendance

Age l Gender l l
Earth is warming due to human activity - Relationship
between trait and
Stricter power plant emission limits - - - attiudes...

Humans have evolved due to - @ stong

natural processes Medium
Safe to eat genetically modified foods - Weak
Safe to eat foods grown with pesticides
Modifying genes to reduce a baby's risk -
of disease

Access to drug treatments
before fully tested
Childhood vaccines are safe - NA

Note: Chart shows relative strength and statistical significance of each factor or set of factors. Pew Research Center
surveys.
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