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What makes DARPA unique…

Formed in 1958 to PREVENT and CREATE strategic surprise…

Capabilities, mission focused

Finite duration projects

Diverse performers

Multi-disciplinary approach…from 
basic research to system engineering

DARPA is the DoD’s innovation engine.
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A history of disruption…
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Strategic surprise requires…

Bold, best-in-class 
technical experts 

and knowledgeable, 
lean, adaptable 
support staff…

…who recognize 
opportunities and 
are empowered to 

act rapidly…

…and are unafraid to 
challenge 

conventional 
viewpoints 

or methods.

Protect the 
Fragile/FleetingBest Jumpers Challenge One’s 

World View
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Better SBIR connectivity to on-going DARPA programs
• Fewer topics; more SBIRs per topic
• Complementary/supportive tasks

Better alignment for access to venture capital & 
private investment

• Simplified contracts
• Clear data rights & IP language
• Communications outreach to private investment sector

Better access to awarded funds
• Reduced time from selection to contract award from 

5-6 months typical to < 60 days
• New contract mechanisms (Other Transactions)
• More options for performers

Changes to SBIR create…
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