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Summary Proposal

The U.S. National Committee for CODATA (U.S. CODATA), an integral part of the National Academy of Sciences’ Board on Research Data and Information (BRDI), will organize a U.S. Forum for CODATA-World Data System Cooperation as a separate session of the regularly scheduled BRDI/U.S. CODATA meetings. The Forum will have the following objectives:
1. Serve as an informal Forum to cooperate and coordinate on issues of mutual interest to the U.S. CODATA and the U.S. World Data System members, in the context of the international CODATA and WDS activities.

2. Provide an opportunity for the managers and other principals of the World Data System in the United States, the members of BRDI/U.S. CODATA, and other constituents of the two bodies to share experiences, exchange ideas, and provide a direct link for expert input on each other’s activities for mutual benefit.

Work plan

To implement the objectives of the U.S. Forum for CODATA-World Data System Cooperation, the BRDI/U.S. CODATA will organize a half-day meeting of the Forum once or twice per year, as mutually agreed with the members of the U.S. WDS. The Forum will be held in the afternoon of the Day 1 of the regularly scheduled, semi-annual meeting of BRDI/U.S. CODATA. The meeting of the U.S. CODATA Executive Committee will be held in the morning of Day One, and the BRDI meeting will be held on Day Two. The U.S. WDS participants will be invited to attend all open portions of the entire BRDI/U.S. CODATA meeting. Information about the BRDI/U.S. CODATA activities and events may be found at: www.nas.edu/brdi.

The director of each U.S. WDS (or their representatives) will be invited, and the meeting will be open to other interested parties. Appendix A lists all the U.S. data centers that have expressed an interest in becoming WDS members. The U.S. WDS managers will be responsible for their own travel costs to the Forum and the other portions of the BRDI/U.S. CODATA meeting. The BRDI/U.S. CODATA will pay for the on-site expenses associated with the meeting.

A summary of the main deliberations and action items from the Forum will be prepared and posted on the BRDI website after review by the participants and the Policy and Global Affairs Division, as soon as possible after each meeting.
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APPENDIX A
List of U.S. Data Centers with Expressions of Interest in the World Data System
(as of June 7, 2011)

Data Center or Facility
Organization
	Alaska Satellite Facility
	University of Alaska

	Center for International Earth Science Information Network, 
	Columbia University

	Conservation International
	

	Customs House Museum
	

	Department of Oceanography, 
	Texas A&M university

	Earth Resources Observation and Science (EROS) Center, 
	USGS

	Incorporated Institutions for Research in Seismology (IRIS),  Data Management System
	

	International GNSS  Service, 
	NASA

	International Laser Ranging Service
	NASA

	International Union of Geological Sciences
	

	International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry
	

	International VLBI Service for Geodesy and Astrometry
	NASA

	Laminin Solutions/Motive Systems Inc
	

	National Climatic Data Center
	NOAA

	National Geophysical Data Center
	NOAA

	National Oceanographic Data Center
	NOAA

	National Snow and Ice Data Center, 
	University of Colorado

	National Space Science Data Center
	NASA

	Biological Informatics Program/NBII
	USGS

	National Earthquake Information Center 
	USGS
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