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Work Plan, January 2011 – March 2013
The CODATA-ICSTI Task Group on Data Citation Standards and Practices proposes the following work plan, in collaboration with the U.S. National Committee for CODATA, which currently also is seeking funding separately for the next two years of this project. The U.S. CODATA is represented by the Board on Research Data and Information at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, DC.

A. Initial Activities, January 2011-August 2011 

· Conduct an inventory of existing literature and existing data citation and attribution initiatives. Identify how existing data repositories cite and provide attribution to their data sets.

· Identify and obtain input on these issues from stakeholders in the library, academic, publishing, and research communities. Attend and participate in meetings of some groups, such as Dataverse and IASSIST, which will be holding some focused workshops or sessions on the data citation activities in specific discipline contexts. 

· Establish a public web presence and a private listserv for communicating (at the U.S. CODATA website).

· Plan a symposium and workshop that will be co-organized with the U.S. CODATA and co-located with the Data Cite group, as described below.

B. Symposium and Workshop, September 2011  
A two-day symposium of invited expert speakers, organized in collaboration with the U.S. CODATA, and co-located with the annual meeting of the Data Cite Group, will identify, analyze, and discuss the issues pertaining to data attribution and citation practices and standards. 
Members of the symposium audience will be asked to actively participate in and contribute to the discussions. Each session of the symposium will have a moderated panel discussion of all the speakers at the end, and the panelists will discuss the issues among themselves and with the audience. The sessions will be structured according to the issues summarized in the CODATA-ICSTI Task Group proposal, as well as others identified by the steering committee and the speakers.

A workshop will be held on the third day with the invited speakers and the co-organizers. The purpose of the workshop will be to discuss the issues raised in the symposium by the experts in greater detail and to identify issues that were not addressed, but still need to be studied. Both the symposium and workshop will be open to the public. The discussions of the workshop will be recorded and subsequently transcribed. The following is a summary of the proposed preliminary program of the symposium and workshop:

SYMPOSIUM, MORNING, DAY ONE. Session One—Statement of the Problem and Why it Is Important: Welcome by the meeting chair and 3 invited keynote presentations to define the problem, its importance to research and the broader society, and the issues that need to be addressed.

Session Two—Report on the Activities of Different Disciplines in Data Citations, and Identification of Similarities and Differences: Overviews of activities in the environmental, physical, socioeconomic, and life sciences.

AFTERNOON, DAY ONE. Session Three—Technical Aspects and Related Intellectual Property Considerations: Detailed discussions of the relative merits of different types of persistent digital object identifiers and other technical implementation issues, including standardization activities, and proprietary and non-proprietary approaches and licensing.

Session Four—Sociocultural Perspectives: Based on the discussion in sessions one and two, what are the normative, behavioral, and institutional barriers to data attribution and citation practices and standards in different research communities, what are the benefits of greater attribution and citation, and how can compliance with better attribution and citation practices and standards be achieved?

MORNING, DAY TWO. Session Five—Institutional Roles and Approaches (entire morning): What are the respective roles and approaches of the main actors in the research enterprise and what are the similarities and differences in disciplines and countries? The roles of research funders, universities, data centers, libraries, scientific societies, and publishers will be explored.

AFTERNOON, DAY TWO. Session Six—Moving Forward: Based on the discussions over the previous five sessions, what are the options for implementing data attribution practices and standards across the research community?

WORKSHOP, MORNING, DAY THREE: Summary of issues in each session of the symposium, identification and discussion of gaps, and more in-depth discussion of all topics. 

C. Activities Following the Symposium/Workshop, October 2011 – March 2013 
Following the September 2011 meeting, a rapporteur will summarize the key points made by all the participants. The report will be reviewed and edited in accordance with the established procedures of the National Academy of Sciences’ Report Review Committee, and published by the National Academies Press within 6 months of the meeting. The members of the collaborating organizations and US CODATA staff will actively disseminate the report and create greater awareness internationally of these issues with various stakeholder groups in the year following the publication of the report (see below).

The results of the symposium/workshop and the published report will serve as input for the CODATA-ICSTI Task Group, which also will be supported by the project staff at the U.S. CODATA, to work on developing the best practices and standards in attribution and citation of scientific data, focused on the roles of the different stakeholders in the research process. Much of the work and communication will be done by email and phone. A separate proposal by the US CODATA to the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation and the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services is expected to provide partial salaries of staff and some of the travel in support of the September 2011 symposium/workshop, and two subsequent meetings of the CODATA-ICSTI Task Group. 

The first meeting of the CODATA-ICSTI Task Group after the 2011 symposium will be in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Data Cite group in the summer of 2012. This meeting will be a 1.5-day workshop on developing good practices and standards for scientific data attribution and citation. The second meeting will be held in Taipei, Taiwan in November 2012, just before the CODATA Conference, where the CODATA-ICSTI Task Group expects to complete an initial set of good practices. The second meeting will allow many of the members of the CODATA-ICSTI Task Group and U.S. CODATA staff to meet, and to present and review the results with the broader data community at the CODATA Conference. The best practices document will be a product of the CODATA-ICSTI Task Group, and not of the National Academy of Sciences. The CODATA-ICSTI Task Group plans to finalize the proposed best practices and initiate any standardization activities with other standards organizations within a few months after the 2012 CODATA Conference. 

The CODATA-ICSTI Task Group members and U.S. CODATA staff also will help publicize the results afterwards in different fora, such as the annual meetings or conferences of CODATA, ICSTI, the World Data System, the International Federation of Library Associations, the STM publishers, and the American Association for the Advancement of Science, among other groups.
D. Proposed Budget
The CODATA-ICSTI Task Group on Data Citation Standards and Practices requests $16,000 in partial support from the CODATA Executive Committee for the travel and meeting expenses associated with the September 2011 symposium and workshop described above. The CODATA-ICSTI Task Group requests its full allotment of CODATA support for the 2011-2012 period in 2011, because of the major meeting planned in September 2011. The U.S. CODATA is requesting other funding in the amount of $331,258 for the first two years of this project, and it already has allocated at least $264,164 in funding already in hand. The U.S. CODATA budget request does not cover all the travel for all the Task Group members, however. The co-chairs and the U.S. members and consultants are not included in this request. The remaining number of Task Group members and their geographic distribution from all over the world makes their travel to the meeting(s) expensive.
Partial travel expenses therefore are requested for some of the following CODATA-ICSTI Task Group members:

Elizabeth Arnaud, Project Coordinator, Understanding and Managing Biodiversity Programme, Bioversity International, ITALY

Dora Ann Lange Canhos, Director, Environmental Reference Information Center, BRAZIL

Vishwas Chavan, Senior Program Officer for DIGIT, Global Biodiversity Information Facility, DENMARK
Nathan Cunningham, British Antarctic Survey, British Antarctic Survey, UNITED KINGDOM

Michael Diepenbroek, World Data Center-MARE / PANGAEA, Center for Marine Environmental Sciences, University Bremen, GERMANY
Jianhui LI, Director, Scientific Data Center, Computer Network Information Center, Chinese Academy of Sciences, CHINA
Robert Lowson, EEA Coordinator GMES Bureau, European Environmental Agency, 

BELGIUM

Brian McMahon, Research and Development Officer, International Union of Crystallography, UNITED KINGDOM

Karen Morgenroth, National Research Council Canada, Canada Institute for Scientific and Technical Information, CANADA
Helge Sagen, Head of Norwegian Marine Datacentre, Institute of Marine Research, NORWAY

Eefke Smit, International Association of STM Publishers, Director, Standards and Technology, THE NETHERLANDS
Martie J. van Deventer, Portfolio Manager for Information Services,, Council on Scientific and Industrial Research, SOUTH AFRICA

[Note: others may still be added]
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