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In Sepetmber 2006: “ …the need for new partnerships and collaborations 
among domain scientists, librarians, and data scientists to better manage 
digital data collections; necessary infrastructure development to support 
digital data; and the need for sustainable economic models to support 
long-term stewardship of scientific and engineering digital data for the 
nation’s cyberinfrastructure.“

Association of Research Libraries, To Stand the Test of Time: Long-term Stewardship of Digital
Data Sets in Science and Engineering: ARL Workshop on New Collaborative Relationships: The
Role of Academic Libraries in the Digital Data Universe. 2006. 
http://www.arl.org/pp/access/nsfworkshop.shtml.

In August 2010, 57 ARL libraries surveyed:

   21 currently provide infrastructure & services for e-Science & data support
   23 are in the planning stages

C. Soehner, C. Steeves, and J. Ward, E-Science and Data Support Services: A Study of ARL
Member Institutions. Association of Research Libraries, 2010. 
http://www.arl.org/bm~doc/escience_report2010.pdf.

http://www.arl.org/pp/access/nsfworkshop.shtml
http://www.arl.org/bm~doc/escience_report2010.pdf


Data citation has a “last mile” problem: how can we 
reach users of data?

Information literacy is a set of abilities requiring 
individuals to recognize when information is needed 
and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use 
effectively the needed information.”

American Library Association. 1989, Presidential Committee on Information Literacy. Final 
Report. 

See also: Information Literacy Competency Standards for 
Higher Education, 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/standards/informationliteracycompetency.cfm

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/standards/informationliteracycompetency.cfm


Mooney, Newton, & Witt. 2010. A Description of Data Citation Instructions in Style Guides. 
Poster presented at IDCC 2010, Chicago, IL. Http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/lib_research/121.

http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/lib_research/121


Library Resource Guides on Data Citation

• MIT, http://libraries.mit.edu/guides/subjects/data/access/citing.html
• MSU, http://libguides.lib.msu.edu/citedata
• Minnesota, http://www.lib.umn.edu/datamanagement/cite
• Purdue, http://guides.lib.purdue.edu/datacitation
• Oregon, http://libweb.uoregon.edu/datamanagement/citingdata.html
• Cambridge, http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/dataman/pages/citations.html
• Virginia, http://www2.lib.virginia.edu/brown/data/citing.html

Other examples can be found online...

http://libraries.mit.edu/guides/subjects/data/access/citing.html
http://libguides.lib.msu.edu/citedata
http://www.lib.umn.edu/datamanagement/cite
http://guides.lib.purdue.edu/datacitation
http://libweb.uoregon.edu/datamanagement/citingdata.html
http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/dataman/pages/citations.html
http://www2.lib.virginia.edu/brown/data/citing.html


Databib

“The libraries of Purdue University and Penn State University will partner 
to create a new online information resource for research data producers, 
users, publishers, librarians, and funding agencies. This resource, 
Databib, will be an annotated online bibliography of research data 
repositories, created and maintained by an online community of 
librarians. Databib will be an important focal point for connecting 
librarians more closely with other research data stakeholders and 
demonstrating the significant contributions libraries can make to solving 
the challenges posed by digital datasets. The Databib platform will also 
serve as a testbed for linking, integrating, and presenting information 
about datasets in new ways.”

From IMLS press release, http://www.imls.gov/grant_awards_announcement_sparks_ignition_grants.aspx

http://www.imls.gov/grant_awards_announcement_sparks_ignition_grants.aspx


Libraries, Scholarly Communication, Data Citation

• Promote persistence for links to data: DataCite, adopt a URI 
policy
• Citability: are we presenting data in ways that facilitate or 
encourage citation?  Embedded citation metadata (COinS, 
microformats, RDF, etc.), user instructions, exportable citations, 
and such in our institutional repositories
• Helping data creators craft data management plans that address 
reuse through citations



IASSIST Special Interest Group on Data Citation

• Deriving common set of user instructions for citating data
• Integrating dataset as resource type in citation management 
software: EndNote, RefWorks, Zotero, etc.
• Letters to style guide editors, publishers, etc.
• Developing resources for IASSIST and others: website, blog, 
conference programs

IASSIST = International Association of Social Science Information 
Services and Technology

http://www.iassistdata.org/about/committees.html#interest
http://www.iassistdata.org/topic/other-topics/data-citation
http://www.rdl.sfu.ca/IASSIST/index.php/Program/b2


Closing points

• Librarian roles in outreach, advocacy, and integration for data 
citation
• Including data citation in reference services, info lit instruction, 
collaborate on systems and standards
• Tipping point: when we get more questions about data citation 
from end-users of data than producers of data
• Data services become fully integrated into libraries and librarian 
practices (e.g., “data reference” becomes just “reference”)
• The timing is right to connect and collaborate to address data 
citation holistically


