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What Are Green Purchasing Tools?

�Policies

�Standards & Certifications

�Labels

�Vendor Programs

�Tracking Systems

�Reports
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Three Big Ones in My World
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Tool Characteristics
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STARS LEED ACUPCC

Stakeholder Consensus x x x

Public Report x x

Self-Declared x x

Third-Party Certified x

Comparative x x

Financial x x x

Adoption 297 9139 674



Purchasing Policies
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STARS LEED ACUPCC
EPEAT x /

Cleaning x x

Paper x /

Historically Underutilized Businesses x

Local x

Consumables x

Durables x

Mercury in Lamps x

LEED x

Carbon Offsets x



Procurement Credits
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STARS LEED ACUPCC
Food Purchasing x x

Recycled Content Napkins x x

Reusable To-Go Containers x /

Renewable Energy x x x

LED Lighting x

Snow and Ice Removal x x

Computer Purchasing x x

Cleaning Product Purchasing x x

Office Paper Purchasing x x x

Historically Underutilized Businesses x

Local x x

Fleet x x x

Waterless Urinals x

Trademark Licensing x

Recycled Content x

Rapidly Renewable Materials x

Office Supplies x

Office Equipment x

Energy Star rated / x /

Furniture x



Tracking Tools - STARS
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Tracking Tools - LEED
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Tracking Tools - ACUPCC
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New Tool On the Block: CHEFS

CHarting Emissions from Food Services
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Dashboards: Off-the-Shelf
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Dashboards: Online, Public
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Dashboards: Office-Level
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Better Sustainable Purchasing Tools

�Integrated with Financial Systems

�Integrated with Green Systems

�Online & Optionally Public

�Aesthetically Beautiful -- to Motivate 

Behavior Change
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Thank you! Questions?

american.edu/sustainability 15

AU Office of Sustainability

� sustainability@american.edu

� www.american.edu/sustainability

� Twitter.com/GreenAU

� facebook.com/GreenAU


