
Tools for Green Purchasing
National Academies Workshop

December 8, 2011



2

Green Purchasing NeedsGreen Purchasing Needs

Sustainability 
Professional

Contract 
Writing

Procurement 

Staff
Everyone 

Else

Buying 
Products

Compliance & 
Reporting



3

Green Purchasing PoliciesGreen Purchasing Policies

Higher Education institutions with a formal Green Procurement Policy

Source:  2011 NAEP Green Procurement Survey
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Green Purchasing PoliciesGreen Purchasing Policies

RPN members with a Green Procurement Policy

Source:  2010 Responsible Purchasing Trends Report

“Three out of four (78%) of 
survey respondents have 

either a formal (54%) or an 
informal (24%) responsible 

purchasing policy”
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ChallengesChallenges

Key Green Purchasing Challenges

• Information overload

• Incorporating tradeoffs

• The Big Data Problem
• Disconnected tools & systems

• Measurement & Compliance
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Information OverloadInformation Overload
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The BIG Data ProblemThe BIG Data Problem
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Multiple SystemsMultiple Systems
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Reporting & ComplianceReporting & Compliance
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Existing ToolboxExisting Toolbox

• Communication & Sharing

• Knowledge & Learning

• Product Selection

• Calculators & Reporting



12

CommunicationCommunication

EPPnet
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KnowledgeKnowledge
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Product SelectionProduct Selection
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CalculatorsCalculators
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Building ExampleBuilding Example
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GreencurementGreencurement

Greencurement provides 
environmental and health information 

about products, making it easier to 
find products that meet an 

organization’s green requirements
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Data SourcesData Sources

Greencurement collects and aggregates data from dozens of sources; including first, second and third 
party sources.  Cross-referencing multiple sources where possible ensures data quality and accuracy.

Greencurement collects and aggregates data from dozens of sources; including first, second and third 
party sources.  Cross-referencing multiple sources where possible ensures data quality and accuracy.
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What can you do with What can you do with 

Greencurement?Greencurement?

Find, Search, Filter by specific product or 
environmental criteria

Example

Find all Computers that meet FEMP low standby power 
requirements, are EPEAT Gold registered and have at least 10% 
post-consumer recycled content

Benefits

•Use before writing an RFP or contract to determine number of 
available products that meet criteria

•Find products that meet your particular specifications
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What can you do with What can you do with 

Greencurement?Greencurement?

Create policies or recommendations for all 
users within an organization

Example

Set a policy requiring products to be energy efficient and contain 
no hazardous substances for all users within a federal agency.  
The only products shown to users are products that comply with 
the policy.

Benefits

•Help with enforcement and compliance of regulations

•Make it easier on employees to purchase compliant products
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What can you do with What can you do with 

Greencurement?Greencurement?

Share, communicate and learn about 
environmentally preferable purchasing

Example

Find out what specifications or policies another organization has 
implemented for electronics

Benefits

•Share and learn best practices with other institutional purchasers

•Quickly and easily get questions answered

•Educational information for staff that aren’t sustainability experts
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Screenshot ExampleScreenshot Example
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Key TakeawaysKey Takeaways

1. Collaborate to develop better tools for 
green purchasing in public & private sector

2. Work together to increase data availability

3. Make green purchasing easier & more 
accessible for all stakeholders
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