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Ask Early, Ask Often 

• Jean I. Feldman 
– Head, Policy Office, 

Division of Institution & 
Award Support  

– Chair, RBM/RPPR 
Working Group 

– Office of Budget, Finance 
& Award Management 

– 703.292.4573 

– jfeldman@nsf.gov 

• Erika Rissi 
– Lead, Reseach.gov 

Business Office 

– Office of Budget, Finance 
& Award Management 

– 703.292.4816 

– erissi@nsf.gov 
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Today’s Agenda 

Research.gov Introduction and Background 

Overview of RPPR 

NSF Plans and Status 
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Supports the 
needs of 

institutions 
and 

researchers 

Increases 
transparency 

of federal 
research 
spending 

and 
outcomes 

Provides 
easy access 
to federal 
research 

information 

Leverages 
government- 

wide 
standards 

Research.gov provides easy access to 
research-related information and services 

1 2 3 4 
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Researchers can do business with NSF 
through a suite of services  

Government-wide grantees 
• Find grant opportunities 
• Apply for grants 

NSF Grantees 
• Prepare and submit proposals and reports 

Research Grantees  
• Support the research community with a 

modern technology platform  

Research.gov is the modernization of FastLane, providing the next 
generation of grants management capabilities for the research 

community 
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Research.gov offers grants management 
services… 

Access Services 
– InCommon 
– Single Sign-on with FastLane 

Reporting Services 
– Project Outcomes Report 

Financial Services 
– The Federal Financial Report 
– Access to financial services: Cash 

Requests, Cash Request History, 
Grantee EFT Update and Grantee 
EFT Update History  

Application Services 
– Grants Application Status 
– Application Submission Web 

Services 
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ANNUAL, FINAL, AND INTERIM 
PROJECT REPORTS 

Implementing the New Research Performance Progress Report Format 
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RPPR Background 

• Brief History of the RPPR  
– The RPPR is the result of an initiative of the Research 

Business Models (RBM) Subcommittee of the Committee 
on Science (CoS), a committee of the National Science and 
Technology Council (NSTC). 

– One of the RBM Subcommittee’s priority areas is to create 
greater consistency in the administration of federal 
research awards through streamlining and standardization 
of forms and reporting formats. 

– Upon implementation, the RPPR will be used by federal 
agencies that support research and research-related 
activities.  It is intended to replace other performance 
reporting formats currently in use by agencies. 
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RPPR Components 
(as approved by OMB/OSTP) 

• Cover Page Data Elements 

• Mandatory Category 

– Accomplishments: What was done? What was learned? 

• Optional Categories 

– Products: What has the project produced? 

– Participants & Other Collaborating Organizations: Who has been 
involved? 

– Impact: What is the impact of the project? How has it 
contributed? 

– Changes/Problems 

– Special Reporting Requirements 

– Budgetary Information 

– Appendix 1: Demographic Information for Significant Contributors 
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NSF Implementation 

• NSF plans to: 
– Implement the RPPR as a new service in Research.gov 
– Utilize the following components as part of an NSF-wide standard 

format: 
– Mandatory Category: 

• Accomplishments: What was done? What was learned? 
– Optional Categories: 

• Products: What has the project produced? 
• Participants & Other Collaborating Organizations: Who has been 

involved? 
• Impact: What is the impact of the project? How has it contributed? 
• Changes/Problems 
• Special Reporting Requirements (where applicable) 
• Appendix 1: Demographic Information for Significant Contributors 
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NSF Implementation (cont’d)  

• NSF will offer a new project reporting service 
on Research.gov which implements the RPPR 
format, replacing NSF’s annual, interim, and 
final project reporting capabilities in the 
FastLane System 

• The project reporting service will provide a 
common portal for the research community to 
manage and submit annual, interim, and final 
progress reports  
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Benefits 

• Consolidated project reporting dashboard 
includes annual, final, and Project Outcomes 
Report requirements  

• Designed to highlight most immediate 
requirements  

• Adopts federal-wide data dictionary to increase 
consistency of implementation across agencies 

• More structured collection of the project reports 
data for enhanced NSF use 
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Key Differences 

• More structured data collection 
• No longer support file upload for main report 

narrative and text 
– Rich text editor supports special characters 
– Images, complex equations, etc. can be uploaded as 

PDF 

• Special reporting requirements controlled by 
solicitation 

• PI no longer provides demographic information 
on significant participants 
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Wireframe 1: Combined Dashboard 
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Wireframe 2: PI View 
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Wireframe 3: Award Level View 
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Wireframe 4: Report Section 
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Wireframe 5: Pre-Population 
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Status 

Development is nearly complete 
NSF will begin system testing in June 
Small number of institutions (~5) will be 
invited to pilot the new project reporting 
capability in September 
Pilot will expand through the end of the 
calendar year with full roll out targeted 
for January 2013 
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Now is the time to transition to  
Research.gov 

Research.gov is the modernization of FastLane 
and evolves NSF’s grants management systems to 
increase the quality and scope of services for the 
research community.  
Take key steps towards Research.gov: 
– Login using your FastLane user ID and password 
– Use Research.gov as your “portal” to FastLane 
– Make sure your DUNS number is updated in FastLane 
– Check your applications in Grants Application Status 
– Stay tuned for future changes! 
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Research.gov Webinar Series 

• NSF is hosting a series of Research.gov webinars for 
NSF grantees interested in learning more about 
Research.gov 

• Email feedback@research.gov if you are interested in 
attending any of the following webinars:  
– April 19: How Can Research.gov Help  Me? 
– May 17: A Financial Administrator’s Guide to Research.gov 
– June 13: Progress Reports are Moving: What’s In It For 

Me? 
– September 24: ACM$ Preview: A New Approach to Award 

Payments 
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Questions 
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