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SUMMARY
A committee of the National Research Council’s (NRC’s) Board on Research Data and Information (BRDI) proposes to conduct a study examining grand challenges 
 in scholarly communication. Specifically, the study would be done pursuant to the following statement of tasks:

1. Define the evolving scholarly communication process that is common across all research areas. Identify the opportunities and challenges for the communication of scholarly results—including in particular the value, assessment, and recognition and reward mechanisms—as well as other related functions found important by the study committee.

2. Examine the underpinnings and impacts of these opportunities and challenges, the research areas that are most relevant to these barriers, and the initiatives that are producing innovations band new models and partnerships likely to yield substantial progress in resolving these barriers; 

3. Articulate a set of grand challenge problems for improving scholarly communication, a range of options in addressing them over the next decade, and develop consensus conclusions and recommendations with specific reference to tasks 1-2 above. 

The study will be performed in 18 months and the resulting consensus report will be published in accordance with NRC procedures.

� A grand challenge is a fundamental unresolved research problem with broad applications, large scale and deep impact, and long-term benefits for the progress of science and society, that is potentially solvable in the next decade.


� Because of the need to provide clear guidance to a broad set of potential adopters, the consensus report mechanism, which is summative and involves intensive peer review, is the most appropriate mechanism.
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