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What’s New?



Submit a Question



Grantee Webinar

In this course, you will learn how to create a SAM.gov account, migrate permissions from CCR and update an existing 

registration.

This course is geared to those who are interested in becoming eligible to receive federal grants from the government 

and who previously registered their organization in Central Contractor Registration (CCR). The course will cover 

essential activities for getting started and using the System for Award Management (SAM).



Quick Start Guide



Buyer Beware

The System for Award Management (SAM) and the Federal 
Service Desk (FSD) are Federal Government owned and 

operated free web sites.
www.sam.gov

www.fsd.gov 1‐866‐606‐8220
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Federal Delinquent Flag

You can determine if an entity registered in SAM has delinquent federal debt by 
expanding the entity’s search return box on the Search Results screen (clicking on the + 
sign next to the Status). At the bottom of this expanded search summary, you will see 
the phrase Delinquent Federal Debt? with either a Yes orNo value. That is the 
Delinquent Federal Debt indicator.  If the entity has an affirmative response, you will 
also see a 'Yes' for Delinquent Federal Debt in the Core Data area of their registration 
record in SAM.
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Federal Delinquent Flag

I am a registrant in SAM. I have been working with the Treasury 
Department and was told my delinquent federal debt was resolved. 
Why does SAM still show that I have delinquent federal debt?

The values for Delinquent Federal Debt (DFD) are only updated once a 
week through an automated process between SAM and Treasury’s 
Financial Management Service (FMS). SAM accepts the FMS values as the 
authoritative source. If it has been more than a week since you received 
confirmation from FMS that your delinquent federal debt was resolved, 
contact FMS at 1‐800‐304‐3107 to make sure it is reflected in the system 
they use to provide the updated values to SAM.
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Federal Delinquent Flag

The “Delinquent Federal Debt” field was implemented because of the large 
amount of Federal debt that remained uncollected because of purchase card 
transactions. The final rule (FAR Case 2006‐026 Governmentwide Commercial 
Purchase Card Restrictions for Treasury Offset Program Debts) as published in the 
Federal Register on December 10, 2009 provides the specific details.

In short, you are prohibited from using the governmentwide purchase card to pay 
for goods/services above the micro‐purchase threshold if the entity has 
delinquent federal debt. It does not mean you cannot award to or pay the entity. 
FAR 32.1108(b)(2)(iii) says ‘‘Contracting officers shall not use the presence of the 
delinquent debt indicator to exclude a contractor from receipt of the contract, 
order, or exercised option.’’

I am a contracting officer. I see that a registrant in SAM has 
“Delinquent Federal Debt.” 
What does that prevent me from doing?



ZIP + 4

Prime awardees in FSRS are unable to submit reports 
on Sub-awardees that have a missing or invalid Zip+4 
associated with the Sub-awardees physical address.  

FSRS was designed to calculate a Congressional 
District based on the Sub-awardee’s 5 digit zip code 
and +4 extension.  If the Congressional District cannot 
be determined, FSRS will prohibit the Prime from 
successfully reporting.  

Because FSRS ultimately feeds the sub-award 
information to USASpending.gov, the data will never be 
publicly displayed per the Federal Funding 
Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA).



ZIP + 4

Analysis:
Sub-awardees must register with Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) to obtain a DUNS 
number in order to receive a sub-award.  This requirement applies to both 
acquisitions and grants. As part of D&B’s verification process of the Sub-
awardee’s physical address on record, D&B obtains the Sub-awardee’s zip+4 from 
the United States Postal Service (USPS) database.  There are many instances 
where USPS does not recognize the physical address D&B has on record and 
consequently, D&B does not have the capability to add a +4 against the zip 
code. There are three known scenarios where obtaining a +4 is not possible for 
the Sub-awardee.  

 The Sub-awardee has a physical address that does not receive mail, therefore 
USPS deems the address as “undeliverable.”  For undeliverable addresses, no 
zip+4 is provided.  Hospitals & Schools typically fall into this category.

 In some sparsely populated areas, a +4 simply does not exist.
 If the entity is a “shelter” and the address is presented as RESTRICTED 

ADDRESS by D&B, a +4 would not be provided to FSRS.



Federal Award 
Identification Number

New Requirements for Financial Assistance Awards: For Purposes of Reporting to 
USAspending.gov, Each Federal Agency Must Assign a Federal Award 
Identification 
Number, Unique Within the Federal Agency, to Each Award for Financial 
Assistance 
(October 2013) 

Beginning in October 2013, each Federal agency must assign a Federal Award 
Identification 
Number (FAIN), unique within the Federal agency, to each financial assistance 
award. A FAIN 
that is unique by Federal agency makes it easier for recipients to correctly report 
sub‐awards. In  addition, the public can use the FAIN and the Catalog of Federal 
Domestic Assistance (CFDA) number together to find one accurate result when 
searching online. Once an agency assigns a FAIN and reports it to USAspending.gov, 
the Federal agency may not‐ with limited exceptions 
modify the FAIN during the life of the award. 



Federal Award 
Identification Number

Further, once a Federal agency assigns a FAIN, that Federal agency must ensure 
that the FAIN is clearly identified in all Federal award documents. As a term and 
condition of the award, Federal agencies must require that all recipients document 
the assigned FAIN on each subaward under the Federal award. 

Federal procurement awards continue to be subject to the requirements for uniform 
procurement 
instrument identification numbers in the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Subpart 
4.1600. 



Questions

Judith R. Zawatsky
judith.zawatsky@gsa.gov


