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Humaneness, Quality, Safety,  
Security, and Sustainability 



The public wants agriculture to be more 
than just about the production of cheap 
food. Trust, Traceability and Transparency 

 



Animal Agriculture Is The Site Of 
Political Contestation 

 
The State 

The Public Food Supply Chain 

•Conflict Of Duties 
•Crisis Mitigation 
•Biosecurity  
•Commerce And Trade 

•Branding And 
Public Image 
•Market Access 
•Risks 
•Benefits And 
Costs 

•Customer-Centric 
Paradigm 
•Food Personalization: 
“We Eat What We Are” 
•Eradicate/Mitigate 
Marginalization Of 
Peoples, Animals, The 
Environment 
•Trustworthiness 

Adapted from Lang, 2005 

Moral Psychology of 
Denial & “Psychic 
Numbing”  

(Lifton, 1982) 



Competing Paradigms Of Agriculture 
 Pro-Productionism Public Trust Emphasis 



Pro-Productionist 

Industrialization 

Vertical Integration 

Markets 

Price 

Efficiency 

Technological 
Intervention 

 

Thompson, 2010 



Same Old, Same 
Old… No Real 

Innovation 



 
 
 

Pay Attention to: 
Trust 
Ambiguous Relationships With 
The Agro-Ecological Commons 
Differing Conceptions Of Harm 
Divergent Notions Of Risk 
Varying Accounts Of 
Sustainability 
Competing Ethical Frameworks  

(Anthony, 2012) 



Public Trust Emphasis (PTE) 
Sustainable Future 
Respect 
Local, Healthy and Affordable Food 
Celebrates Interdependence 
Responsible Use Of Resources 
Measured Policies  



Ethical Considerations 

Social Justice 

Risk 

 

How Should We Innovate? 

What Does Social Justice 
Demand? 

What Are The Effective 
Solutions To Mitigate Risks? 



Social Justice 

Substantive Claims 

Need 

Desert 

Equity 

 

Procedural justice 

Adapted from Miller, 2003 



Expected Utility 

Conception 
(Friedman and Savage, 1948)  

 

Public Conception 

Trust And Vulnerability 

Fairness 

Interests 

Uncertainty 

Controllability 

Arrogance  
 

(National Research Council, 1989)  



 



Key Concerns: 

• Known Knowns 

• Unknown Knowns 

• Known Unknowns  

 

Principle Of 
Responsibility 



Key concerns: 
•Credible expertise and advice? 
•Unbiased and adequate indices? 
•Effective partnerships? 
 

Principle Of 
Innovation 
 



Key concerns: 

• Hubris 

• Welfare Of Workers, Animals, 
“The Worst Off”, Future 
Generations 

 

Humaneness 

Principle Of 
 Respect 



Key Concerns: 

• Health Of Our Democracy 

• Recovery and Flexibility of 
Agro-Ecological Commons 

• Intergenerational Buck-
Passing 

• Business Model 

• Research And Funding 
Norms 

 

 

 Sustainability 

Principle Of Resilience-
 Stewardship 



Key Concerns: 
• Food, Water, Nutrient, Energy 
• Loss Of Other Forms Of Farming 
• Big Data 
• New Technologies (e.g., GMOs) 
• Bioterrorism 
• Global Markets And Actors 
• Decrease in or “Alternative” Meat 

Consumption 
 

Principle of Diversity-
 Interdependence 



 

 

 

 

VS. 





Worth Looking Into… 


