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Agenda

 History and Current Status
 Tom Drinane, Dartmouth College

 Current Grants.gov Work
 Ed Calimag, Grants.gov

 Strategy for Moving Forward
 Working Groups Breakout



Why Adobe Forms?

 Approximately 85% of submissions to Grants.gov 
use Adobe Forms

 Profile of these users
 Academic institutions
 Non-Profits
 State & Local Government
 Tribal Governments and Agencies



Brief History

 List of user issues/feedback regarding forms
 Starting with PureEdge, then Adobe
 Variety of sources – FDP, NCURA, etc.
 Rolled in to JAD process
 Consolidated list of 27 issues – late 2011

 Priority setting via SurveyMonkey poll -
 Collected additional issues early 2012
 Updated list priority setting mid 2012
 On JAD agenda late 2012 – mid 2013
 Converted to Customer Enhancement Forms late 2013
 Grants.gov progress report early 2014





Grants.gov Progress - Current

 Updating R&R Budget and 
Profile forms based on user 
feedback
 Enhance navigation and forward 
population among budget years

 Creating Individual Fillable, 
Downloadable, Saveable PDFs 
from Grants.gov Forms 
Repository
 Agency‐Specific, PHS forms

 Gradual improvement of bugs 
in form errors



Grants.gov Progress - Future

Make submissions 
available for download 
from Grants.gov
website

The future:
 Save‐able Work‐In‐
Progress online 
workspaces

 Unstitched Forms
 Forward Population from 
Previous Submissions into 
new applications



Adobe Forms Working Groups

1. Communication Strategies
 Who is the audience?
 Outreach – How?
 Ongoing communication 

strategy

2. Format of Working Group
 Membership
 Charge/Tasks Assigned
 Grants.gov sponsored user 

group/FDP demonstration
 Degree of outreach

3. Structure for tracking 
development/changes to 
forms

 Setting priorities
 Input to design solutions
 Testing

4. What should an issue list 
refresh look like?

 How to build the list
 How to set priorities
 What about existing issues?



Follow Up

 Ed Calimag – Grants.gov
ed.calimag@hhs.gov

 Tammy Custer – Cornell University
tammy.custer@cornell.edu

 Tom Drinane – Dartmouth College
thomas.Drinane@dartmouth.edu

 Rebecca Puig – University of South Florida
rpuig@usf.edu


