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National Academy of Sciences 

     The National Academy of Sciences was signed into being by President Abraham Lincoln on March 3, 1863, at 
the height of the U.S. Civil War.  It is a private, self-perpetuating, society of distinguished scientists. 
     But, its Act of Incorporation, mandates it to "investigate, examine, experiment, and report upon any subject of 
science or art" when asked to do so by any department of the government. 



NRC and SSB 
Early NAS studies concerned  issues associated with the 
conduct of the U.S. Civil War.  But, by the end  of the 
19th century, the small number of NAS members cannot 
keep up with requests for advice.  So, in 1916, the NRC 
is established as the mechanism by which the NAS  
fulfills its advisory mandate.     

Established as the Space Science Board by the NAS in June 
1958 in response to a joint request from the directors of 
NSF, NACA and ARPA for advice on the conduct of civil 
space research activities.  



Mission of the Space Studies Board 

ÁTo be the focus of the interests and responsibilities of the National Academies in space science  
 
ÁEstablish necessary relationships with governmental science activities  

 
ÁRepresent the National Academies in international relations 
             The SSB is the U.S. National Committee for COSPAR 
 
ÁStimulate needed research 
  
ÁPromote necessary coordination  

 
ÁProvide advice and recommendations to appropriate individuals and agencies 

 
 



SSB Interactions with China 2000-2011 

ÁJuly 2000C̄OSPAR, WarsawS̄SB and ESSC representatives hold informal discussion with representatives of the 
Chinese National Committee for COSPAR 

  
ÁJuly 2004C̄OSPAR, Paris  ̄Informal gathering of representatives from SSB, China, Japan, and  ESSC   

 
ÁMarch 2005W̄ashingtonS̄un Mengxin, First Secretary in the Science and Technology Office of Chinese 

Embassy briefed the  SSB on Chinese space activities. 
 
ÁOctober, 2007W̄ashingtonS̄SB staff hold brief meeting with visiting Chinese delegation led by CAS Vice 

President Jiang Mianheng 
 
ÁMarch, 2011C̄OSPAR, ParisS̄SB staff issue open invitation to COSPAR Vice President Wu Ji to attend a future 

SSB meeting 
 
ÁOctober, 2011W̄ashingtonS̄SB staff meets with delegation from the CAS led by Vice President  Yin Hejun    

 



Issues in US-China Space Cooperation 
 
ÂNumerous incidents over the years, e.g., Chinese ASAT 
tests,  the  U.S. Navyªs 2001 Hainan Island incident, etc. 
etc. 
 
 
  
ÂMore recently, Congressman Frank Wolf from Virginia 
has used his position on the House Appropriations 
Committee (funds the federal government) and as chair 
of the Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations 
Subcommittee (funds NASA)  to prohibit any and all 
bilateral contact between NASA and China  
 

 
    
 



October 2011 Visit of CAS Delegation 

The direct cause of a series of events: 
 
ÂCAS issues invitation to SSB to send delegation to 
Beijing 
 
ÂSSB successfully applies for internal NAS funds for a 
limited engagement activity with CAS 
 
ÂInformal gathering of U.S. and Chinese scientists at 
COSPARªs Mysore scientific assembly 
 
ÂWu Ji attends November,2012, SSB meeting 
 
ÂVisit by SSB delegation to Beijing in May, 2013 



May 2013 SSB Delegation to Beijing 


