
Astronomy and Exoplanet Research Priorities
NAS Exoplanet Science Strategy Committee

Cyndi Atherton, Science Program Director

April 20, 2018



Science
Early
Education

Our 
programs

Climate & 
Clean Energy

Human Rights 



Astronomy 
and 

Cosmology

Fundamental 
Physics

Women in 
Physics and 
Astronomy

Climate 
Change 
Science

Science Portfolio



$0

$2,000,000

$4,000,000

$6,000,000

$8,000,000

$10,000,000

$12,000,000

$14,000,000

$16,000,000

$18,000,000

$20,000,000

2015 2016 2017

Astronomy & Cosmology $11.4 M

Comms & Other $2.0 M 

Fundamental Physics $3.4 M

Climate Change Science $1.5 M

Women in Physics & Astro $1.7 M
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Mission

Goals Strategy

To advance fundamental knowledge by supporting exceptional, early career scientists to 

explore and conduct novel research that leads to ground-breaking discoveries.

1) Design a highly competitive and 
prestigious fellowship program with:
Å Competitive selection criteria 
Å Flexible resources (research, 

childcare, etc.)

2) Partner with top tier institutions to:
Å Identify promising, creative candidates
Å Create an environment to ensure 

success  of  individuals (mentorship, 
resources, etc.)

3) Promote visibility by:
Å Hosting annual summit
Å Design communications plan

Strengthen and grow a 
scientific field

Elevate and launch 
exceptional, early career 
scientists into leadership 
positions

Encourage collaboration and 
the exchange of ideas



What does the 
Fellowship provide? 

ÅUp to $375,000 over three years

ÅTime to establish distinction and leadership 

ÅMentorshipby established faculty member

ÅAnnual summit:

Å Network

Å Collaborate

Å Exchange ideas
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Good Intentions Are Not Enough: A note 
about the 51 Pegasib Fellowship
byCyndi Atherton
February 2, 2018in Science
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