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http://www.nap.edu/catalog/5138/understanding-risk-informing-decisions-in-a-democratic-society



Defining “Risk”

The terms of all analyses embody values 
that favor some interests.  

When transparent, those assumptions can 
be controversial.

An analytical-deliberative process is needed 
to create socially acceptable definitions.



Fischhoff, B., (2015). The realities of risk-cost-benefit analysis. Science, 350(6260), 527 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.aaa6516
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http://www.nap.edu/catalog/1189/improving-risk-communication



http://www.pnas.org/content/110/Supplement_3



http://www.pnas.org/content/111/Supplement_4



http://www.nap.edu/catalog/6034/toward-environmental-justice-research-education-and-health-policy-needs



http://www.nap.edu/catalog/6034/toward-environmental-justice-research-education-and-health-policy-needs
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http://starfsfolk.hi.is/en/simaskra/96
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NCA: readable, accessible, available, relevant
Increasing demand for the evidence, especially 

when “last-mile” connections are made
Demonstrations of collaborative processes
Increasing mutual respect among disciplines

Progress We’ve Made



Still more supply than demand for SBD
Supply of SBD not secure
Lack of standardization in risk characterization 

and disclosure
Misplaced precision and imprecision in climate 

science

[SBD=social, behavioral, and decision science]

Threats to the Enterprise
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http://www.fda.gov/AboutFDA/ReportsManualsForms/Reports/ucm268078.htm

FDA Risk Communication Advisory Committee



Problem
State of the science
Best guesses at best practices
Evaluation

no money
a little money
resources commensurate with stakes

Each Chapter



http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18870
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FDA. (2013). Structured approach to benefit-risk assessment for drug regulatory 
decision making.  Draft PDUFA V implementation plan (2/13).  FY2013-2017.
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