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Sa Majesté le Roi Mohammed VI
, : e Mohammed VI



Praise be to God May peace and blessings he upon the
' Prophet, His Kith and Kin

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am pleased the Kingdom of Morocco is hosting the ninth biennial meeting
of the International Human Rights Network of Academies and Scientific Societies.

| commend the Network's decision to convene, for the first time in its
history, in an African, Arab and Islamic land and wish to extend a warm welcome fo
the distinguished guests who have come from around the world to participate in this
important meeting.

The fact that you are at the forefront of the struggle for the promotion of
human rights across the world and of the ideals underlying them makes us even
more proud to welcome you at the headquarters of the Academy of the Kingdom of
Morocco, in which | take special interest. | share your commitment to these lofty
values as well as your eagerness to defend them at all levels.

Shortly after his return to the horaeland from exile, my revered grandfather,
the late King Mohammed V - may God bless his soul - addressed the nation and
proclaimed his commitment to the principles set forth in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Then he ensured the enactment of a landmark law on public
freedoms which was, at the time, tantamount to a juridical revolution in our region.
In 1992, this commitment was enshrined in the Kingdom's Constitution which, in its
Preamble, explicitly stated Morocco's endorsement of human rights as they are
universally recognized.

My country has constantly sought to protect and promote human rights and
ensure the rule of law. In this regard, the major projects | have launched include the
protection of individual and collective freedoms and the preservation of our citizens'
dignity as well as their rights, particularly those of women, children and people with
special needs. Our keen interest to promote human rights is illustrated by the
adoption of a groundbreaking Family Law which upholds gender equality as well as
the best interests of children.

| should like to mention the groundbreaking initiative launched by my august
father, His Majesty King Hassan Il, blessed be his soul. | was eager to expand the
scope of this initiative which sought to build on_the mechanisms of transitional
justice to address past human rights viclations.



This pioneering initiative has made it posgible to ensure individual and
collective redress, create conditions conducive to the consolidation of our country's
achievements in this area, and expand the scope of human rights protection.
Designed to achieve justice and promote national reconciliation, this initiative has
been actively implemented and has received extensive praise from international
human rights institutions and organizations.

As part of my endeavours to ensure overall respect for human rights, not
only have | sought to promote civil and political rights, but | have also strived to
uphold economic, social and cultural rights.

In the same spirit of transitional justice, | have launched a key project to
fight marginalization, social exclusion and poverty through the programs of the
National Initiative for Human Development. This Initiative aims to enable citizens to
gain access to health and education services. It also seeks lo provide adequate
housing, create job opportunities and build the necessary infrastructure.

| have also sought to promote the rich, varied constituents of the Moroccan
identity. Protecting the rights relating to these basic constituents from a cultural and
practical viewpoint and incorporating them into public policies will provide the best
guarantee for the advancement of human rights in the country.

| should like, in this regard, to reiterate my unwavering commitment to all
aspects of human rights. In keeping with this commitment, | have launched
profound reforms in various areas, using innovative approaches, both to achieve
justice and reconciliation and to ensure human development.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Following in the footsteps of my august ancestors, who were always eager
to honour scientists and scholars, | am pleased Morocco is, today, playing host to
such a fine group of distinguished scholars. This loyalty to the tradition of honouring
men and women of learning is clear evidence of our adherence to Islamic
teachings. Our pristine faith highly values the role of scholars and strongly
encourages people to seek knowledge, as advocated by my ancestor Prophet
Muhammad - may peace and blessings be upon Him - who said in a hadith,
"Seeking knowledge is an obligation upon every Muslim man and woman”. The
revered Prophet raised scholars and scientists to the highest echelons in human
society, making them ‘the heirs of the Prophets’.

The fact that scholars have always been given a special status in the Arab-
Islamic world has had a decisive impact on our natioris. Indeed, many eminent
great philosophers and scientists, like Averroes, Avicenna and lbn Khaldun,
contributed immensely to scientific progress and human civilization.









