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Chartered by Congress 
National Academy of 

Sciences (1863) 
National Academy of 

Engineering (1964) 
Institute of Medicine (1970) 
National Research Council 

(NRC) (1916) 
– Operating Arm of the 

National Academies 
 



NRC Program Units 

• Division of Behavioral and Social 
Sciences and Education (DBASSE) 

• Division of Earth and Life Studies  
• Division of Engineering and Physical 

Sciences 
• Policy and Global Affairs Division 
• Transportation Research Board 



Eleven DBASSE Boards 
Behavioral and Systems Sciences 
• Board on Behavioral, Cognitive, and Sensory Sciences 
• Board on Children, Youth and Families (Joint w/ IOM) 
• Board on Human-Systems Integration 
Social Sciences 
• Board on Environmental Change and Society 
• Committee on Law and Justice 
• Committee on Population  
• Committee on Social Science Evidence for Use  
Education 
• Board on Science Education  
• Board on Testing and Assessment 
• Teacher Advisory Council 
Committee on National Statistics 
 
 



Provides advice to the government 
and the nation on critical national 
issues through objective, 
scientific, and evidence-based 
research and analysis 

Independent, balanced, & objective 
Members who serve pro-bono 
 



Consensus Committees 
Consensus committee efforts characterized 

by:  
– Comprehensive, rigorous, and objective analysis 

and synthesis of available evidence 
– Spirited debates among committee members 

shielded from political or policy pressures 
– Offering of formal advice in the form of a written 

report with conclusions and recommendations 
– Report subject to independent expert review 

before public release 
 



Committee on Science of Team 
Science 

• January, 2013 Planning Meeting  
• First Meeting: April 2013  
• Workshop on Science Team Dynamics 

and Effectiveness 
• October, 2013 Workshop 
• Closed meetings: January and May, 2014 
• Fall 2014 Report  



 
THANK YOU! 
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