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THE VIA CLASSIFICATION OF
STRENGTHS AND VIRTUES

WISDOM

JUSTICE

= Originality
= Adaptive
* Ingenuity

= Valor

= Not Shrinking from
Fear

= Speaking Up for
What’s Right

= Both Loving and
Being Loved

= Valuing Close
Relations with Others

* Citizenship
= Social
Responsibility

= Awe
= Wonder
= Elevation

= Interest

* Novelty-Seeking
* Exploration

= Openness

= Persistence

= Industry

* Finishing What One
Starts

= Generosity

= Nurturance

= Care & Compassion
* Altruism

= "MNiceness"

* Mercy

* Accepting Others’
Shortcomings

= Giving People a
Second Chance

= Thankful for the
Good

* Expressing Thanks

* Feeling Blessed

* Critical Thinking

* Thinking Things
Through

* Open-mindedness

= Authenticity
® |Integrity

= Modesty

* Letting One's
Accomplishments
Speak for Themselves

* Optimism
* Future-Mindedness
* Future Orientation




‘ THE THREE VIRTUES \

Caring
Inquisitiveness

Self-Control
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‘ VIRTUE ESSENTIALISM \

Relatively few in number (Bok, 1996)

Universal and essential to survival and flourishing (Peterson & Seligman,

2004; Voltaire, 1766/2010)

Evolutionary precursors of virtues and vices are identifiable (McGrath,
2010)



‘ VIRTUE SOCIAL \

CONSTRUCTIONISM

Caring

The merging of Athenian and Judeo-Christian moralities

Self-Control

Social stabilization
Capitalist systems (Haidt, in press)
Inquisitiveness

The development of the printing press

The development of the Internet



‘ SOME IMPLICATIONS FOR \

CHARACTER EDUCATION

These three may not be sufficient, but they are necessary
The reciprocity of the virtues

Character education that focuses on only one is insufficient

The benefits

Personal
Interpersonal
Cultural

Together they contribute to the life well-lived (eudaimonia)
The essentials of character

Caring without reward
Questioning without crisis

Discipline without structure
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