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Empowering Survivors through 
Communication and Collaboration



Survivor Resources~ 
Emergency funding for 

Survivor Leaders

Advocacy for Labor 
Victims not getting 
paid by employers

Legislative 
Advocacy~ State 
and Federal Level



I am a wife, mother, social worker, business woman, 
entrepreneur, former elected official and Survivor 

Leader.

We are More Than A Story…
We all do not look the same, most of us are in front of you daily.



In Plain Sight:
A Face Of Child
Sex Trafficking



I was sexually abused and trafficked from the ages of 1-14 by my 
biological father and his associates.

At 15, I testified to place my trafficker in prison

The State of Colorado brought 27 counts of child abuse, sexual abuse, 
endangerment, human trafficking, etc.

He pled guilty to 19 and was sentenced to 2 months and 8 months 
served.

He did not have to register as a sex offender, pay restitution or fines 
in 1994.

I learned how to live a dual life- I only showed people what I wanted 
them to see to protect my family.  We are conditioned to believe we 
have one purpose.



Understanding the Vulnerabilities Facing Survivors

• Victims of human trafficking can be any age, gender, race, or immigration 
status; they live in cities, suburbs, and rural areas. 

• Human traffickers relentlessly canvass ways to take advantage of people 
who find themselves in circumstances of extreme adversity or violence, 
experience discrimination, economic vulnerability, or dependence. 

• Communities that experience some of these hardships may be particularly 
vulnerable to human trafficking- People will always try to use others for 
Profit, Product or Pleasure.

• We DO NOT need to keep reinventing the wheel: With an increased focus on 
Collaboration and Communication, we can continue to best support 
survivors.



Statistics have been used to analyze big data throughout many centuries. Individuals and
companies alike rely upon statistics to understand large and complex sets of data and help
us assess the significance of the data and the conclusions that are drawn from them.

Human trafficking has tied for the 2nd largest money making criminal activity in the world.
Potentially billions of dollars are made on the exploitation of innocent men, women, boys
and girls worldwide in this modern day form of slavery. At the center of this business model
is greed, power, control and it is fueled by financial gain at any cost.

Human trafficking has been a long standing global issue. It has only been since the late 1990's
that the United Nations established an anti-trafficking protocol and the United States passed
the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act in 2000. Over the past decade and a
half, the issue has become more publicized and we have seen a dramatic increase in efforts
to educate, prevent, intervene, rescue and provide restorative services to victims of human
trafficking.

There is no denying the strength that anti-trafficking leaders provide to all those affected by
this crime. Truly, without committed leaders and collaborative teamwork, local, state and
federal anti-trafficking efforts would not be where they are today.













Long term Goals:
Prevention, Not Reaction

Looking past the “rescue”- we rescue 
shelter animals, not people: as of 2018, 

there are 565 beds in the US for survivors, 
there are only 8 available for boys and 

according to the FBI an average of 13,000 is 
needed at any given time.

Focusing on funding for after program care, 
complex trauma informed education with 

businesses, colleges, vocational training, to 
reduce recidivism and extended support 

for survivors complete with trauma 
informed trained mentor advocates.

Long-term for second hand trauma of first 
responders for less turn over and trauma 

informed situational response and collaboration



Meet Basic Needs

Reassure the Potential 
Victim

Build Trust and 
Rapport

Remain Sensitive to 
Power Dynamics

Be Conscious of 
Language

Avoid Re-
Traumatization

Victim Centered Approach
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