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Mexican Migration Project

MMP started in 1982, interviewing 4 communities

Result: Return to Aztlan (1987)

Douglas Massey and Jorge Durand decided to survey more places

systematically using the “ethnosurvey”

The MMP has been on the field yearly - without interruption - since

1987

http://mmp.opr.princeton.edu/home-es.aspx


Mexico (MMP)
Mexico

Communities 170

Survey years 1982 – 2018

Households

Mexico 27,214

U.S. 1,057

No. PERS 176,701

No. MIG 8,823

PY LIFE 1,388,216

PY SPOUSE 814,885



Latin American Migration Project

Central America: Guatemala, El Salvador, 

Nicaragua, and Costa Rica

Caribbean: Haiti, Dominican Republic, and 

Puerto Rico

South America: Colombia, Ecuador, Peru,  

Paraguay, and Uruguay.

LAMP started in 1998 as an extension of the MMP.  Its purpose is to 

extend this research to migration flows originating in other Latin 

American countries.  LAMP has carried out research in:



Methodology
Ethnosurvey

Multi-method Data 
Collection

Representative 
Multisite Sampling

(Locations)

Multilevel Data 
Compilation

Life History 
Collection

Parallel Sampling

Massey, D. S. (1987)  “The Ethnosurvey in Theory and Practice.”  International Migration Review 21:1498-1522.



Multi-method Data Collection

Qualitative 
Surveys

Unstructured 
and Intensive

Relies on 
participants’ 
observations

Interview is 
much as a 

conversation

Interview is 
flexible and 

variable across 
respondents

Quantitative 
Surveys

Structured and 
with choices 
already set

Interview is 
formal and 

standardized

Each 
respondent 

answers the 
same questions

Ethnosurvey

 Interactive interview, blending qualitative and 

quantitative methods

 Semi-structured instrument.  The precise 

phrasing and timing of each query is left to the 

judgment of the interviewer, depending on the 

circumstances.

 It is informal and non-threatening

 Produces a standard set of data

Survey of family 

formation, 

occupational mobility, 

social/physical capital, 

and migration



Representative Multisite Sampling

 Anthropological Methods: observation and personal reconnaissance of 

the geographic area

 Out-migration indices and sex ratio

 Association with other researchers who know and study the area

Community

Selection

 The MMP includes communities with a wide range of population size, regions, 

ethnic compositions, and economic basis

 A variety of sites have been chosen in order to enhance the strength of inference 

in both qualitative and quantitative analyses

Category Size MMP170

Metropolitan Area >100K persons 17.6%

Mid-sized Cities 10K to 100K persons 20.6%

Towns 2,500 to 10K persons 35.3%

Rural Villages <2,500 persons 26.5%



Multilevel Data Compilation

Community

Household

Individual

Although individuals are the ultimate unit

of behavior, decisions are always made

within larger social and economic

contexts

The Ethnosurvey is explicitly designed to

provide quantitative data for multi-level

analysis. It gathers data at both the

individual and household levels

Detailed community-level data are compiled and applied to interpret

the socioeconomic context within which individuals and households

interact



Life History Collection

The Ethnosurvey is designed to compile event histories

on specific aspects of social and economic life. Each

table covers a specific facets of the household head’s life:

Employment

Migration

Marriage

Fertility

Property ownership



TABLE Fa Labor history of the household head since first job

Occupation Specification

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

Code Code Code

(a) U.S. Documents: (b) Seguro Social: Salary during last job in Mexico

1 = Legal resident - Green card 6 = Citizen 1 = IMSS

2 = Hired - Bracero (1942- 1964) 7 = Silva Letter 2 = ISSSTE Pesos:  ________________________________

3 = Hired - H2A o H2B 8 = Indocumented 3 = Seguro Popular

4 = Temporal:  Worker 9 = Refugee/Asylee 4 = Progresa / Oportunidades Unit:    Hourly    Daily    Weekly    Biweekly    Montly    Yearly

5 = Temporal:  Tourist 10 = Contrato Temporal (PTAT) 5 = Retired / Pensioned

        (no work permit) 6 = U.S. Social Security / Pensioned

N/A = None

Unk = Unknown

Documents 

(in Canada)
a

Place

(Municipio/City & State)
Year Age

Documents 

(In U.S.)
a

Social 

security/ 

retirement

Economic Activity Duration 

(yy.mm)



Parallel Sampling

Parallel sampling involves the gathering of contemporaneous 

samples of migrants in both sending and receiving societies

200 households 
per community

Home 
country

Snowball sample 
(10%)

Abroad



Applying the Ethnosurvey

Step 1

• Gather basic social and demographic data, starting with the HH

• Identify all household members

• Identify all those who have had either domestic or international 

migration experience

Step 2

• Year-by-year life histories: household head and spouse

• Gather all information regarding occupational mobility, 

migration, family formation, and health

Step 3

• Recollect information on HH most recent U.S. migration trip

• Undocumented crossing history

• Social networks, English language acquisition, and job 

characteristics

• Accumulation of physical capital, remittances, and savings

Massey, D. S. (1987)  “The Ethnosurvey in Theory and Practice.”  International Migration Review 21:1498-1522.



Contrubutions
Compare the characteristics and behavior of D and U migrants

Measure trends in the characteristics of both groups of migrants over

time

Support longitudinal analysis on the migration process

Discern the background and characteristics of migrants before and

after they enter the U.S.

Undertake detailed cross-tabulations of Mexicans based on large

samples

Study transitions between different legal statuses and model

selective movements back and forth across the border

Provide an ongoing source of longitudinal data capable of

monitoring the effects of shifting U.S. and Mexican policies



Selected Results

• Most of these results originally appear in the book written  

by D.S. Massey, J. Durand, and N. Malone (2002) Beyond 

Smoke and Mirrors: Mexican Immigration in an Era of 

Economic Integration.  New York: Russell Sage 

Foundation.

• These results are updated every time the MMP releases 

new data.  They are accessible through the MMP’s 

website.
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MMP Data and Documentation

• MMP data is free to the public through the OPR Archive 

page.  Email is needed to register.

• The MMP has always had accessible to the public the 

documentation:

• Most current survey (link to PDF) 

• Supervisor’s manual (link to PDF)

• Interviewer’s manual (link to PDF)

All other documentation and appendices are available at the Mexican 

Migration Project Webpage. 

https://opr.princeton.edu/archive/restricted/Default.aspx
https://mmp.opr.princeton.edu/databases/pdf%20surveys/MMP%20Ethnosurvey%20Version%20VIII%20Applied%20from%202018%20to%20date.pdf
https://mmp.opr.princeton.edu/databases/pdf/Supervisors%20Guide%202018.pdf
https://mmp.opr.princeton.edu/databases/pdf/Interviewers%20Manual%202012.pdf
https://mmp.opr.princeton.edu/home-en.aspx

