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2006 Assessment of Research Doctorate Programs  
Faculty Questionnaire 

 
Every ten or so years, the National Research Council conducts a study of national importance 
regarding the quality and characteristics of doctoral programs in the United States.  The 2006 
Assessment of Research Doctorate Programs collects data on the doctoral programs and 
doctoral faculty in over 60 areas of study in American universities, along with some student data. 
This comparative assessment, the most comprehensive to date, is designed to assist prospective 
doctoral students with selecting programs that best fit their interests and to permit programs to 
benchmark themselves against similar programs.     
 
Your participation is important. By completing this questionnaire, you are providing 
information that will: 1) help the NRC identify the characteristics of successful graduate 
programs, 2)  enable the NRC with collecting data on grants, citations, and publications from 
other sources; and 3) permit a statistical description of the faculty in the graduate program(s) or 
programs with which you are affiliated. For further information about the assessment, see  
www7.nationalacademies.org/resdoc/index.html.  This site also has a list of Frequently Asked 
Questions and contains an Email link to request answers to questions you might have concerning 
the study or the questionnaire. 
 
All of the information you provide will be treated as confidential.  The survey is being conducted 
by Mathematica Policy Research (MPR), an organization experienced in the conduct of 
confidential surveys. Your responses will be compiled by MPR and provided to the NRC for 
their analyses.  Personally identifiable information, such as past employment and ZIP Codes, will 
be used to obtain data on publications, grants and awards and honors from other databases.  The 
National Research Council staff who analyze the data will sign non-disclosure confidentiality 
agreements to protect the identity of individuals participating in the survey.  The survey will be 
conducted using secure web-based survey technology and any information that could be used to 
identify or link responses to an individual respondent for any survey question will be maintained 
in storage that is secure.  Any data, including race/ethnicity and gender, that is not currently 
available to the public will only be used in an aggregated form that cannot be used to discern the 
identity of any survey participant in any report or presentation concerning the survey or in the 
public use file that will be made available to the public at the conclusion of this study.  The link 
between your name and the data you provide in this questionnaire will only be used to obtain 
publications and, awards and honors data from other databases and will be removed prior to the 
publication of the public use file. 
 
Your participation is voluntary.  You may refuse to answer any question or discontinue 
participation as any point. There is no personal risk to you in responding to this questionnaire.  
Your identity will be known to only the National Research Council and Mathematica Policy 
Research.  No information concerning respondents will be given to your institution.  If you have 
any questions about the study or this questionnaire, please email us at NRC-
Assessment@mathematica-mpr.com. 
 

Please click here to indicate your informed consent to participate in this study 
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