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Major Federal Issues

• Status
Workforce
Resources

• Uniform anatomical gift act
• Available federal funds – Coverdell NFSIA
• Disaster preparedness
• Unidentified dead
• Technology/research



“The Bureau of Justice Statistics is 
finalizing a comprehensive census of 
the Nation’s medical examiners and 
coroners. This study—expected to be 
published in early 2007—will examine 
data from 2,000 medical examiners 
and coroners and focus on the issue 
of unidentified human remains .”

NIJ Journal No. 256 • January 2007
Missing Persons and Unidentified Remains:

The Nation’s Silent Mass Disaster



Uniform Anatomical Gift Act 
(UAGA)

• Disposition of remains
prohibitions/limits

• Primum non nocere
• Evidence
• Autonomy/authority







Discretionary Federal Budget 2007
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Discretionary Federal Budget 2007
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All the eggs in one basket…
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Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grant Program

'Backlog' Defined 
• A backlog in the analysis of forensic science 

evidence exists if forensic evidence has been 
stored in a laboratory, medical examiner’s 
office, coroner’s office, law enforcement 
storage facility, or medical facility, and has 
not been subjected to all appropriate forensic 
testing because of a lack of resources or 
personnel.



Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grant Program

• Forensic science (crime lab) & medical examiner services
• States & local government units
• Uses

improve the quality and timeliness
eliminate/reduce backlogs, including

firearms examination
latent prints
toxicology
controlled substances
forensic pathology
questioned documents
trace evidence

train & employ forensic laboratory personnel (backlog)
• Program leading to accreditation



Funding Awards to MEs NFSIA
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Disaster preparedness





Issues
• Recognized disaster
• Direction of teams
• Part-time job

variable skills
tour transitions
home jurisdiction

• Cost
• Communication

fundamentally local
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Bird Flu - Pandemics



Safety/Training Issues

• Anhydrous ammonia exposure





“Very few people—including law 
enforcement officials—would 
think of the number of missing 
persons and unidentified human 
remains in our Nation as a crisis. 
It is, however, what experts call ‘a 
mass disaster over time.’”

NIJ Journal No. 256 • January 2007
Missing Persons and Unidentified Remains:

The Nation’s Silent Mass Disaster



NIJ Journal No. 256 • January 2007
Missing Persons and Unidentified Remains:

The Nation’s Silent Mass Disaster

• US 100,000 active missing cases/day 
• Tens of thousands suspicious vanishings
• Total missing hundreds of thousands (20 yr)
• >40,000 unidentified remains

~6,000 (15% NCIC database)





Research





Research/Technology
Virtual autopsy



Research/Technology
Pattern Matching



Shaken/Impact Syndrome



Research/Technology
Virtual crime scene



Minolta Vivid 910 Laser Scanner

Development of the 3D Site Plan – bone scanning



What if…. What could be done?

• Prepare for disaster
• Train locals (especially scene responders)
• Continue the push for professionalization
• Recruit more physicians into the field
• Actively fund and solicit research/technology


