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AUTM Survey
ó Established almost 20 years ago to provide information to office

directors about operations, resources & activities
ó It does not establish or measure impact.  
ó AUTM is actively working with NASULGC, NSF & AAU to 

identify and create measures that we can all use and understand 
to better identify impact.

ó AUTM has 3 new surveys either just completed or in 
development.  These new surveys better highlight information 
practitioners and policymakers need to know.  AUTM also has 
STATT, which allows data users greater access to data analysis 
tools.



2007 survey
ó Consistent participants from previous years
ó Includes stories. . .
ó Includes explanations about what this data means
ó This year’s highlights:
ó Research Base 
ó $48.8 bn R&D expenditures
ó $3.4 bn industry sponsored R&D

ó IP Management
ó Approx 20,000 disclosures
ó 3,622 patents issued 

ó Licensing Activity
ó 555 start-ups
ó 5,109 licenses/options



Growth of New Offices in US
ó The technology transfer function serves universities by managing intellectual property 

for external use, and also by minimizing risk universities face with regular research 
activities

ó In 2007, and consistent with previous years, only 1 new US University program initiated
ó Reflective post Bayh-Dole legislation maturation process



Staffing Levels Compared with Disclosures

Note: disclosures is a term under modification by AUTM, as we 
recognize that more offices are managing IP projects as opposed 
to “invention” disclosures



Ratio New Disclosures:FTE 
ó Ratio remained relatively constant over past 8 years
ó Doesn’t take into account growth of overall portfolio & activities (e.g., 

mission creep), such as managing active agreements; older disclosures; 
training and greater outreach, etc.



2007 Research Expenditures
• Total R&D Expenditures  
increased $3.4 bn to $48.8 bn

• Federal support increased 
in nominal dollars ($30.9 –
31.7 bn) but down in terms 
constant dollars (after 
inflation)* 

• Fed govn’t still largest 
source R&D $ at 65%, 
industry steady at 7% 

•Industrial R&D funding 
increased 15%

*According to NSF 2007 report, 1st time in 35-yr history, federal 
support for academic research declined 2 yrs running in real terms



Disclosures
ó Annual number of 

disclosures has about 
doubled in last decade
ó 1998 – 10,987
ó 2007 – 19,827

ó For 1st time we 
collected information 
on disclosure “Fields”



Disclosures cont’d
ó New data this year: Active v non-active disclosures.  Approx 10% 

disclosures rec’d were closed 
ó Approx 7% were licensed in same year they were rec’d

ó Rapid deployment of technology .  This is enabled by good relationships 
between faculty, technology transfer & technology users. 

ó Ratio of new patent filings to disclosures rec’d, leveled last 4 yrs to 
about 60%



Patents Cont’d
• Number of new 
applications filed 
increased slightly

• Number of 
provisional 
applications filed  
increased ~50%

• Utility and foreign 
applications down 

• Number of issued 
patents increased 



Licensing Activity
ó For U.S. Universities
ó 57% non-exclusive licenses; 43% exclusive licenses

ó For U.S Hospitals and Research Institutions
ó 69% non-exclusive licenses; 31% exclusive licenses



Wide Variation Among Institutions & 
Innovation ecosystems

Institution Non-Exclusive Exclusive
U California 94 115

U Washington 26 164

U Georgia 103 16

MIT 60 25

Iowa State U 103 6

NC State U 65 29

Purdue U 59 21

U Michigan 37 32

UNC – Chapel Hill 18 68

Stanford U 42 24

BYU 2 27

U Oregon 27 5

U Texas SW Med Ctr 28 1

Georgetown U 3 21



Licensing Activity Cont’d
ó For All Respondents: 
ó 16.5% start-ups, 50% small cos, 33.5% large cos



US Universities License Income
ó Total Gross Income $2.1 billion
ó 87.5% due running royalties
ó 2.1% cashed-in equity 
ó 10.5% other 



US Univ License Income
Year Total % Diff RR % Diff Equity % Diff Other % Diff

2007 $2.1 bn +25% $1.8 bn +65% $42 MM -13% $216 MM -25%

2006 $1.5 bn $1.0 bn $45 MM $415 MM

Note: 2007 data includes onetime payment of $650 
million from Royalty Pharma to NYU for the sale of 
57.5% of the royalty stream of their rheumatoid 
arthritis and psoriasis drug remicade. 

The drug is currently licensed to Centocor division of 
Johnson & Johnson. 

The inventor of the technology Dr. Jan Vilcek donated 
$105 million of his share of the money to NYU. 





Start-ups
ó 555 start-ups formed in 2007
ó Compares favorably with 554 formed in 2006 

• Internal funding (FFF) was 
primary source of capital, 
followed by VCs and Angels
•VC number appears to be up 
from previous years



Start-ups Cont’d
ó Most start-ups are located in home state
ó About 1/2 deals involved equity 


