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Human Practices: Reconstruction

Reconstruction can be nothing less than the 

work of developing, of forming, of producing (in 

the literal sense of that word) the intellectual 

instrumentalities which will progressively direct 

inquiry into the deeply and inclusively human—

that is to say moral—facts of the present scene 

and situation.

-- John Dewey
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Audit

Audit, Advisory

Diagnosis, Implications

Diagnosis, Implications

Diagnosis, Implications

Monitor, Intervene

Formal Guidelines
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Human Practices: Flourishing

Flourishing is a translation of a classical term 

(eudaemonia) and as such a range of other possible 

words could be used: thriving, the good life, happiness, 

fulfillment, felicity, abundance and the like. Above all, 

eudaemonia should not be confused with technical 

optimization as we hold that our capacities are not 

already known and that we do not understand 

flourishing to be uncontrolled growth or the undirected 

maximization of existing capacities. 

The question of what constitutes a good life today, and 

the contribution of the bio-sciences to that form of life 

must be vigilantly posed and re-posed. 

-- Rabinow and Bennett
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Flourishing

Autonomy

Autonomy

Values, Responsibility

Values, Responsibility

The Truly Human

Security

Security, Responsibility
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Human Practices: Capacities

How can the growth of capacities be 

disconnected from the intensification of power 

relations?

-- Michel Foucault
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Capacities

Protection

Safety

Social Consequences

Implications

Protection

Security

Reassurance


