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Workshop Objectives

Assess strengtihs andl wWeakmnesses) of
Certification as al sustainaple
CoNSUMpPLIen; strateay

Identify preblem-driven research topics
for academic and amnalyticall community.

Determine any: needfor a National
Researech Council consensus study: on
PFNCIPIES

ElICIt what isi needed firom: the

Institutional actors to foster system
Improvements




Certification Workshop
Participation

January: 2009 workshop: invelved 40+
participants engaged In aspects of
certification

Participants represented developeadiand
developing countries, primary and
manufiactlred products, private sector,
government, NGO, and academic
PErSPEctives

Despite diverse perspectives, much
commoenality: in terms; off challenges
faced, and! interest inflearning across
sectors/systems




Certification as a Tool

Voluntary: teels
= Education
= (G00d! practice;codes

Market-Driven teols
= Product/process certification

“Demand? What Demand?”

= Program success due to NGOrtargeting off large-
SCale purchasers andl producers

= Most schemes need! corollary efiferts torbuild
dWaleness and demand




Towards Better Systems

Choice; off preducts and processes (Whoe/how)
Performance goals andmeasures of Impact

“Once you are on the ladder, you have to
Keep climbing.= (tiering and raising the bar)

Approach to; Weak performers (Capacity
building; exclusion)

Financingl the system




Sustainable Certification
Programs Need

ConsUmer preferences
ECONOMIC adVantage; tor ProduUcers

Goevernment adoption
a Procurement
s Regulation




Challenge of Measuring Impacts

Proliferation’ of certification standards witheut
criteria for sUccess in advaneing sustainable
production and consumption

Ilack of a; smallf set of measuranle; Impacts that

Can Work across diffierent products/Sectors

“\Weall know: what they: are.” (e.g. carbon emissions,
water, abitat protection.)

Monitering andlmeasurement are difificult and
costly. (Can't count the fish; global operations)




Areas for Further NRC Work

Synthesize existing Impacts literature and other
sectior-based! efforts o analyze certification

Develop iImpact indicators Whichi could be
proadly adopted and applied (esp:. bIodiVersity)

Commission case studies; off notable; certification
SCNEMES — iff POSSIPIE;, Compare; PErformance; Vis-
a-Vis regulation and alternatives

Outline a' research agenda which could be taken
Up by academia and other prmary: research
IRstitutions




