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U.S. Manufacturing Employment by Year

http://www.ces.census.gov/index.php/bds/sector_line_charts
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8 Million Jobs Lost Over 26 Years
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Manufacturing as a Percentage of Total 
U.S. Workforce

ftp://ftp.bls.gov/pub/suppl/empsit.ceseeb1.txt

From 29% to 9% over 50 Years



Manufacturing Employment by Company Size
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http://www.ces.census.gov/inde
x.php/bds/sector_bar_charts

3 Decades of Job Losses Primarily In Firms With More Than 500 Employees



Manufacturing Sector - 2009

Mistry, N, Byron, J, “The Federal Role in Supporting Urban Manufacturing”, 
Pratt Center for Community Development, April 2011
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99% of US Manufacturing Firms Have Less Than 500 Employees
40%  of Manufacturing Employees Work for a Firm with Less than 500 Employees

http://www.ces.census.gov/index.php
/bds/sector_line_charts



US Trade Balance in Goods

1992 to 2010: Net Cumulative deficit of $7T
Due Almost Entirely To the Deficit in Goods

http://www.bea.gov/international/index.htm#trade
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Manufacturing as a % of GDP 

http://search.worldbank.org/quickview?name=%3Cem%3EManufacturing%3C%2Fem%3E%2C+value+added+%28%25+of+%
3Cem%3EGDP%3C%2Fem%3E%29&id=NV.IND.MANF.ZS&type=Indicators&cube_no=2&qterm=manufacturing+GDP



2009 Exports by Company Type and 
Employment Size

http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/PressRelease/edb/2009/exh1a.pdf

In 2009, 82% of Manufacturing Exports were by Companies 
Employing  More Than 500 People
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..Germany’s and Japan’s experience belies the received wisdom that manufacturing as a share of 
GDP is falling in most advanced economies over time. ……. Clearly, Germany and Japan’s SME 
manufacturing support programs have played an important role in sustaining the strength and 
vitality of their nations’ manufacturing sectors over the past forty years.
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MEP Observations
• Public-Private Partnerships – diversity across 50 states

– Commercial, State, Federal funding mixed
– No one entity has full control
– Wide variations with manufacturing sector and location
– U.S. Government oversight role requires exceptional 

management talent – NIST has it
– Periodic disputes are part of the landscape 

• MEP has an exceptional capability to adapt to the needs of 
manufacturers
– Local centers are for-fee service providers that must meet client 

needs
– Strong feedback mechanisms to influence national program
– National and local Boards provide high-level oversight
– Diverse State “flavors” and MEP center structures are allowed

• The system is difficult to fully appreciate – it works



Repositioning
• Continue to broaden the role of MEP centers 

– Grow the interagency links – but don’t dilute the program focus
– Grow the Federal funding line to $500M 
– Continue to require State and Commercial match ($1.5B total program)
– Continue to increase the professional capabilities of Center staffs

• Create regular mechanisms for personnel exchange between Federal, 
State, and Center roles

• Evolve MEP centers to become facilitators of technology transfer 
– Find a U.S. version of the German Fraunhofer business model
– Strengthen service role between Federal labs and manufacturers
– Foster and strengthen consortia (e.g. AMTECH)
– Explore roles in contract negotiation with corresponding FAR changes
– Grow the role in linking SMEs to larger manufacturers

• Grow the MEP focus on exporting
• Develop a national manufacturing strategy and link MEP functions to it



Innovation comes from the producer - not from 
the customer. 
W. Edwards Deming
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