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Rising Enrollment 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2001-2011 Annual Social and Economic Supplement 
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Total Fall Enrollment

Postbaccalaureate

Undergraduate

14.4 14.5 14.5 14.8 15.3
15.9

16.6 16.9 17.3 17.5 17.8
18.2
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20.4
21.6

% Var over Prior Year

Undergraduate - 1.0% -0.1% 2.0% 3.7% 4.3% 3.9% 1.6% 2.1% 1.2% 1.5% 2.8% 4.9% 7.3% 6.2%

Postbaccalaureate - 0.5% 0.9% 1.9% 2.2% 2.6% 6.4% 3.2% 2.5% 1.3% 2.0% 2.7% 3.5% 4.6% 2.6%

Total - 0.9% 0.0% 2.0% 3.5% 4.0% 4.3% 1.8% 2.1% 1.2% 1.6% 2.8% 4.7% 6.9% 5.7%
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Americans Spent $3.7 Trillion on Education in 15 Years 

Sources: College Board, 2011 Trends in Student Aid, McKinsey & Company 
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Total Postsecondary Education Spend

State and Federal Loans

Grants
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Family Contribution

Private Student Loans

$129
$140

$410

$387
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$165

$153

$324

$355
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$279

Distribution %

Family Contribution 55% 54% 54% 53% 53% 52% 51% 51% 50% 49% 49% 48% 47% 43% 43%

Grants 20% 21% 21% 21% 22% 22% 22% 21% 21% 21% 21% 21% 22% 25% 26%

State and Federal Loans 23% 22% 21% 21% 20% 20% 21% 21% 21% 21% 21% 22% 25% 26% 26%

Other 1% 2% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 2% 3% 4% 4%

Private Student Loans 1% 1% 2% 2% 2% 3% 3% 4% 5% 6% 6% 7% 3% 2% 1%
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85% of All Loans Outstanding are Federal Student Loans 

Source:  Department of Education Annual Performance and Accountability Reports, FY 2006 to FY 2011, Notes to the Principal Financial Statements, Credit Programs note; Federally-
owned FFELP is calculated based on receivables in purchase program and participated loans sold to the Department; private education loan volume estimate based on SLM  outstanding 
and estimate of market share 
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Recent Graduates & The Great Recession 

Sources: Chasing the American Dream: Recent College Graduates and the Great Recession, May 2012  

Progress Students Have Made 

Paying Off Debt Confidence in the Next 10 Years That… 

Of those who graduated between 2006 -2011 
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VALUE OF COLLEGE AS INVESTMENT 
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Source:  Sallie Mae How America Pays for College, 2012 

HOW AMERICA PAYS FOR COLLEGE: 2012 KEY FINDINGS 
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RESEARCH 
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STUDENTS—STRONGLY AGREE:  VALUE OF COLLEGE AS INVESTMENT 

HOW AMERICA PAYS FOR COLLEGE: 2012 KEY FINDINGS 
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RESEARCH 
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PARENTS—STRONGLY AGREE:  VALUE OF COLLEGE AS INVESTMENT 
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COST CONSIDERATION:  % OF FAMILIES THAT CONSIDER COST AT SOME 

POINT IN APPLICATION/DECISION PROCESS 
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HOW AMERICA PAYS FOR COLLEGE: 2012 KEY FINDINGS 

Average Amount Spent on College 
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FUNDING UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION 

Source:  Sallie Mae How America Pays for College, 2012 

HOW AMERICA PAYS FOR COLLEGE 
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HOW AMERICA PAYS FOR COLLEGE: 2012 KEY FINDINGS 
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QUESTIONS? 


