
Attracting great minds to areas of great opportunity



Trends in DevelopmentTrends in Development

 Development is becoming increasingly Development is becoming increasingly 
technical

 Scientists have become increasingly 
critical players in developmentcritical players in development

P t hi i b i th d i t Partnership is becoming the dominant 
model for development



USAID GoalsUSAID Goals

 Translate the increasing importance of Translate the increasing importance of 
science, technology, and innovation 
(STI) to development practice

 Harness the talents of young U.S. and 
international scientists to tackle shared 
development challenges

 Link these minds to research 
opportunities in key countriesopportunities in key countries



GRIFN: A Network ThatGRIFN: A Network That…
 Connects U.S. and host country students, 

scientists, and researchers

 Builds relationships between their institutions Builds relationships between their institutions

 Generates new perspectives on both sides Generates new perspectives on both sides

 Addresses shared challengesg

 Contributes to development science globally



Where is GRIFN Working?Where is GRIFN Working?

 Initial Countries: Initial Countries:

 Brazil
C l bi

 Philippines
S l Colombia

 India
 Indonesia

 Senegal
 South Africa

Indonesia

 Goal: 300 students by summer 2014



Who is a GRIFN Fellow?Who is a GRIFN Fellow?

 Ph.D. and Masters students and select 
university student/faculty project teams

 Drawn from top-tier U.S. universities

 Have NSF grant funding Have NSF grant funding

 Multi-disciplinary and interdisciplinary Multi disciplinary and interdisciplinary

 Go on to become leading global researchersg g



Who is a GRIFN Host?Who is a GRIFN Host?
 You – identify productive opportunities in 

which students can apply their talents and 
ingenuity

 Universities
 Research Centers 
 Government Ministries Government Ministries
 Non-Governmental Organizations
 Private Sector Private Sector



What role could a 
GRIFN Fellow play?
 Independent research towards a common goal Independent research towards a common goal

 Designing research programs and protocols Designing research programs and protocols

 Science policy developmentp y p

 Increase technical capacityp y

 Mentorship opportunities to younger students



How do you request a Fellow?How do you request a Fellow?

 Identify opportunities in your organization Identify opportunities in your organization

 Complete the online submission form Complete the online submission form

 Once approved your opportunity will be Once approved, your opportunity will be 
posted in the online GRIFN catalog

 Fellowship candidates reach out to you to 
open a conversationp



Host 
Opportunity

• Institution
• Point of Contact
• Duration
• Work Environment
• Host Supportpp
• Project Description
• Development Impact
• Institution Letter of Institution Letter of 

Approval



GRIFN TimelineGRIFN Timeline
 Now – Catalog open for opportunities

 Late September 2013 – Catalog of opportunities 
released to students

 Late September to December 2013 - Discussions 
commence between hosts and fellows

 December 2013 to February 2014 - Placement 
agreements finalizedagreements finalized

 March 2014 – Fellows begin to arrive
A i l d t ill tl ith t it d F ll ’ Arrival dates will vary greatly with opportunity and Fellow’s 
university calendar



To become involvedTo become involved…

 Visit our website for host criteria and to Visit our website for host criteria and to 
post an opportunity 
www.usaid.gov/GRIFNg

 Questions and comments can be Questions and comments can be 
directed to GRIFN@usaid.gov

 We look forward to working with you


