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PEER PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

History, 
Purpose,  

Significance &  
Future 
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* Source:  Approximations based on FY2015, or most recent fiscal year, budget reported by each research agency 
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SYNERGY BETWEEN NSF & USAID 
 

 Congressional mandate is 
foreign assistance 
 Primary clients are 
developing countries 
 Funding flows to foreign 
partner and/or US institution 
Bureaus, regions, and 
missions need buy-in 

 Congressional mandate 
is scientific research 
 Primary client is the US 
science community 
 Funding is allocated to 
US institutions 
Merit review for research 
proposals is fundamental 



• U.S. scientific community advocated for 
resources to balance partnerships with their 
international collaborators 

• Prior jointly supported activities 
• Supporting Infrastructure Reconstruction (Haiti) 
• Geospatial Technologies & Biodiversity (Kenya) 
• Climate 1-Stop Geoportal (Panama) 
• Earthquake Monitoring (Malawi) 
• Recession of Tropical Glaciers (Peru) 
• Geophysical Hazards Workshop (Costa Rica) 

NSF & USAID ACTIVITIES BEFORE PEER 
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• Unique access to facilities and sites 
• Strengthens collaborations between U.S. 

and international researchers 
• Workforce development  

HOW PEER BENEFITS U.S. SCIENCE 

U.S. Graduate Student 
Meghan Miller in Kenya 

Abandoned South African Gold Mine  
(Photo courtesy of Dr. Tutu) 

Dr. Burton Mwamila makes a presentation at The National 
Academies in Washington, D.C. (Photo courtesy Dr. Najib)  
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