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Comparatively, 
the Arab World 
still has one of 

the lowest
tertiary 

enrollment rates 
globally



Educational quality in the region 
remains generally poor and 
antiquated.



No Arab universities were 

featured in the top 100 
institutions in the latest QS 
World University Rankings 



Educational institutions are failing to deliver 
the skills needed by industry

In some MENA countries, unemployment rates 
are positively correlated to education levels

MENA employers invest the least in training of 
employees on a global scale



Rising at 20% annually, there are over 125
million Arabic speaking internet users across 

the region

Saudi Arabia tops the world in YouTube video 
consumption per capita, with educational 

media featuring prominently

A survey by Bayt.com, shows that almost 70%
of respondents believe online education is 

viewed more positively than 5 years ago, 

and 45% have studied online



80% of Arabic speakers are only fluent in 

Arabic. 

According to the English Proficiency Index, the 
MENA region is the weakest region globally 

in English proficiency





Enter MOOCs (in Arabic)…
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It is time to be a leading participant 

in the global education revolution





Update on US Trip
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A free online platform, built on 
OPENedX

Anyone and everyone has access to 
high quality educational experiences

Both academics and professionals will 
play an active role in shaping the 
minds of learners across the region





A Quick Refresher

In-Course View



In-Course View





+120k

Edraak by the Numbers

+13k +6.5k



Egypt

Jordan

Algeria

50    %
Have completed 

a bachelor’s 
degree

19 - 25
Most common age 
group on Edraak

570K

12



Critical Development Areas

• STEM

• Employment Skills

• Business & Entrepreneurship

• Education & Teaching 

• Education for Citizenship



Partners



Courses taught by the top academics in Arabic, 
in their area of expertise



Shorter skill-based courses taught by 
professionals and practitioners that are 

household names in the Arab world.



Courses taught in English by scholars and 
experts on the Arab world in order to “get 
our voice back” and tell “our” side of the 

story



Selected professors and professionals design 
a course with QRF instructional design staff 

in their area of expertise - with the option of 
using existing course material



After the creation of the course is

completed, professors will be expected to

run the course online with the support of

TAs and Edraak



Edraak will offer 
selected professors:

• Pedagogical support for online teaching 

• Support in building the course in the 
online environment

• Video production 

• Marketing and advertising 
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opportunity…



A We have a very rare 
opportunity…

• Reaching more students 

• Giving back to the region

• Curating communities of change



A We have a very rare 
opportunity…

“The best way to predict the 
future is to create it”



Questions



Appendix



On average, professors working on creating a 
MOOC course spend over a hundred hours of 

preparation creating new courses and 
recording them. 



After the course is live, professors spend 
between eight to ten hours a week in 

“upkeep”. 

QRF is open to buying professors’ time from 
their respective universities


