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Cambodian
7 Entomology Initiatives

Improving Research Capacity on Scientific Training and
Education of Entomology

Department of Biology, Faculty of Science
Royal University of Phnom Penh

Contact Us

For more info, please do not hesitate to contact us by the
following contacts for collaboration, access, fieldwork,
research and other matters. CEI always welcomes any
interested persons/ institutes to work together to. |mprove
entomology in Cambodia.

Address: Cambodian Entomology Initthlves, Room A417,

£ ‘Department of Biolog yiFacuIty of Sc@nce_RoygLUmver,slt_h -

of Phnom Penh (RUPP), RUSs"én Federqtld'
Kork, Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Sophany PHAUK (Mr.)
Email: insectpeer@gmail.com/phauk. sophany@rupp edu kh
Tel: (855)16 941 231
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CEI Overview

Cambodia comprises a very rich mosaic of biodiversity in
the Indo-Burma region. It observably possesses many
ecosystems and habitats, including the pristine remaining
forest and the largest wetland systems in mainland
Southeast Asia. Scientific research and studies in
biodiversity of are needed to inform conservation planning
by government and NGOs, but entomology is understudied.
This poses a big problem since
insects, comprising of much higher
diversity and total biomass than
other vertebrates, constitute the
ireplaceable  components  of
ecosystem processes and are thus
vital for ecosystem health and
functions.

Under the project “Biodiversity of Cambodian Leaf- and
Treehoppers: Scientific Training and Education thought
Development of Bioindicators and Agriculture Pest Control”,
the Cambodian Entomology Initiatives (CEI) was created to
enhance biological science through scientific training and
education. The project is supported by USAID from 2013 to
2016 and collaborating with the Illinois Natural History
Survey (INHS), University of Illinois, USA.

CEI Goals
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CEI aims (1) to establish and inventory a national
entomologlcal collection at the Department of BIQ|§)
mbodian

agricultural pests and develop tools for pest |den’t|f|ca ion,
management and control 5
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CEI Activities & Access

To achieve these goals, CEI personnel received training in
insect sampling and identification methods and established
an ongoing insect inventory, focusing on leaf- and
treehopper diversity in all habitat types across Cambodia.
Most of insects are also subjected to collect for collection
inventory. CEI is working closely with local and international
NGOs, such as the Centre for Biodiversity Conservation
(CBC) at RUPP for building research capacity. Regional and

international trainings related to insects are prioritized for
CEI personnel for research capacity building. CEI's primary
activities are now ongoing such as the collection of insect
from various types of habitats, identification of insect,
experiment on rice field insect, building the awareness of
insect to the public, especially to undergraduate and
graduate students at RUPP. CEI collection is openly
accessed to all individuals/students who aim to visit for
various purposes on weekday: Mon-Fri, 8.30am-5.00pm.

: CEI Expectations
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Cambodian National entomology = collection ;will be
produced during the process, and training and building

' awareness to the next generation of Cambodian will expect

to publlcly disseminate to all related stakeholders. CEI will
prowde biodiversity data and samples for wuse in
conservation and young researchers who intend to work on
insect identification and its diversity study. All the collected
specimen will be morphologically and genetically identified
as Cambodian insect database.
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