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Traditional Approaches to Tracking Outcomes 

• Anecdotes 
• Case Studies (e.g., 2008 Academies 

Assessment of SBIR) 
• Surveys (e.g., Link and Scott (2004) 

evaluation of NIST-ATP) 
• Non-experimental econometric studies (e.g., 

Jarmin (1999) evaluation of NIST-MEP) 
• Experimental 



Census Bureau Innovation 
Measurement Initiative 

• Collaborative research project between 
Census, University of Michigan, Ohio 
State, University of Chicago and NYU. 

• Integrate university data on funded 
research with Census Bureau data assets. 

• This infrastructure could be expanded 
to support tracking outcomes for 
programs like SBIR/STTR 
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IRIS – IMI Infrastructure at a Glance 
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Sample Products: Hot Reports 



Job Placements - 1 Year After Leaving 
Institution 

(Zolas et. al. Science, Dec. 2015) 



Descriptive outcomes by field 
(Zolas et. al. Science, Dec. 2015) 
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Conclusions and a Plea 
• Integrating data from many sources can contribute 

to an infrastructure to measure outcomes and 
understand how programs work. 

• Breaking down silos 
– Murray/Ryan Commission 
– Administrative Data Clearinghouse 

• Integrating data requires good link keys. 
– Programs need to ASK for them 
– New OMB “Matching Employer Data” (aka “Free Ice 

Cream for All”) Workgroup to improve and standardize 
methods for linking business data across the federal 
government. 
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