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Korea and the United States

Summary of a Workshop

On July 15-17, 2012, following the 12th International Congress on Mathematical Education in Seoul,
Korea, the United States National Commission on Mathematics Instruction (USNC/MI) and Seoul
National University held a joint Korea—U.S. workshop on Mathematics Teaching and Curriculum,
which was held at Seoul National University after the congress. The workshop brought together 40
mathematics educators including teachers, mathematics education graduate students, mathematicians,
mathematics education researchers, and other mathematics education specialists from both countries.

Planned by a joint ad hoc committee, the workshop tackled different aspects of education in both
countries: education policy; the interpretation of standards and curriculum guidelines in textbooks,
teacher’s manuals, and instruction; and the organization of teaching. This report summarizes the
workshop presentations and discussions. A substantial portion of the workshop was devoted to
discussions where participants from both countries commented on aspects of the presentations that
were notable from their perspectives as teacher, educator, researcher, or mathematician.

Although Korean performance on international assessments has received much attention in the
United States, the structure of Korea’s education system is far less well known. This report provides an
opportunity to gain a broader and more nuanced understanding of differences in policy, curriculum,
and the profession of teaching in the Korean and U.S. education systems.

PLANNING COMMITTEE ON MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM, TEACHER PROFESSIONALISM,
AND SUPPORTING POLICIES IN KOREA AND THE UNITED STATES

Oh Nam Kwon (Co-chair), Seoul National University; Patrick Scott (Co-chair), New Mexico Inquiry
Science Education; Gail Burrill, Michigan State University; Mi-Kyung Ju, Hanyang University; Janine
Remillard, University of Pennsylvania; Hyunyong Shin, Seoul National University. BISO STAFF: Ana
Ferreras, Senior Program Officer; Pamela Gamble, Administrative Assistant.

For More Information . . .contact the Board on International Scientific Organizations at (202) 334-
2807; http://sites.nationalacademies.org/PGA/biso/index.htm. Copies of the report are available
from the National Academies Press, (800) 624-6242; http://www.nap.edu.
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