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On July 15–17, 2012, following the 12th International Congress on Mathematical Education in Seoul, 
Korea, the United States National Commission on Mathematics Instruction (USNC/MI) and Seoul 
National University held a joint Korea–U.S. workshop on Mathematics Teaching and Curriculum, 
which was held at Seoul National University after the congress. The workshop brought together 40 
mathematics educators including teachers, mathematics education graduate students, mathematicians, 
mathematics education researchers, and other mathematics education specialists from both countries.

 Planned by a joint ad hoc committee, the workshop tackled different aspects of education in both 
countries: education policy; the interpretation of standards and curriculum guidelines in textbooks, 
teacher’s manuals, and instruction; and the organization of teaching. This report summarizes the 
workshop presentations and discussions. A substantial portion of the workshop was devoted to 
discussions where participants from both countries commented on aspects of the presentations that 
were notable from their perspectives as teacher, educator, researcher, or mathematician.  

 Although Korean performance on international assessments has received much attention in the 
United States, the structure of Korea’s education system is far less well known. This report provides an 
opportunity to gain a broader and more nuanced understanding of differences in policy, curriculum, 
and the profession of teaching in the Korean and U.S. education systems.
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