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• KFAS,  a non-profit foundation established by an 
Amiri decree in 1976.  The foundation is governed by 
a Board of Directors appointed and chaired by His 
Highness.  

 
• The source of funds available to KFAS is from 

financial contributions made by Kuwait’s private 
shareholding companies. 

 
• The foundation has a 40-year history of advancing 

science and technology in the State of Kuwait.   
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1976 2016 Building a solid 
platform for STI  

Society: 
Science for the 

Public 

Research: 
Enhancing R&D 

quality and 
capabilities 

Enterprise: 
Enabling and 
Improving STI 

capability 
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• Vision: “A thriving culture of 
science, technology and 
innovation (STI) for a 
sustainable Kuwait”  

 
• Mission: “Stimulate and catalyse 

the advancement of STI for the 
benefit of society, research, 
and enterprise in Kuwait”  

 
KFAS 

 

developing and 
improving the 

scientific culture in 
society 

strengthening 
research capacity 

& transforming 
scientific 

knowledge into 
innovation 

encouraging and 
boosting more 
technological 

capabilities of the 
private sector 

sponsoring 
talented and 

promising early 
career scientists  

As one of 3 key institutions (along with  Kuwait University and Kuwait Institute for 
Scientific Research), KFAS was established to advance science and technology 
in the State of Kuwait (as per its mandate) 
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Science is a 
public good  

Science is 
universal  

way of crossing 
national, cultural 

and mental 
borders for a 

sustainable world 

Science 
literacy  
basis for 

solutions in 
uncontroversial 

ways 

New 
approaches 

and 
technologies 
to identify, clarify 
and tackle global 

challenges 

Basic 
science and 

applied 
science 

complement 
each other 

Invest in STI 
Capacity Building 

Governments should 
acknowledge the 
potential of science 

Linking scientific 
information with both 
policy and society 

Aim at establishing 
national minimum target 
investments for STI 

stated in 2014 by UN Secretary‐General’s Scientific Advisory Board (UNSG SAB) 
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Knowledge 
Based 

Economy 

Economic and 
Institutional Regime 

Education and Skilled 
Population 

Dynamic Information 
Infrastructure 

Effective Innovation 
System 

1. Strategic thrust 1: Strong 
advocacy for scientific culture 
through science education, 
dissemination and public 
engagement. 

2. Strategic thrust 2: Promote 
research quality, deployment and 
performance 

3. Strategic thrust 3: Support an 
infrastructure for 
commercialization of science, 
technology & innovation. 
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KFAS Prizes 

 
• Kuwait Prize 
     Aimed at recognizing the lifetime achievements of Arab scientists across  
     the globe, 
• Scientific Production Prize (early career researchers) 
• Al-Sumait Prize for African Development 
    An annual award by the State of Kuwait for the advancement of economic,  
    social, human resources, and infrastructure development in the African 
    continent  
• Anwar Al-Nouri Prize 
    Set to reward the best PhD thesis in education in the Arab world every 2 
     years. 
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Office of International Programs (OIP) 
OIP: customizing international agreements to meet STI needs of the 
private sector and other stakeholders 
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The maturity cycle of the KFAS Centers and current position of each Center within that cycle.  

• Helping the centers 
become sustainable 

• Centers to find 
alternative funding 
for programs not 
core to KFAS’s 
mandate 

• KFAS may continue 
to provide funding 
(e.g. annual grant for 
research; gifted 
program) 
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• The Research Directorate plays a pro-active role as a catalyst mapping 
out relevant activities to improve national research quality and 
performance.  

 

• Through it’s Research Grant-making activities, RD stimulates an increase in 
the mass of competitive research and supports the adoption of best 
research practices with a focus of national priorities. 
 
 



©Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences 

ST2: Research Directorate (RD) 

KFAS Strategy 2017-2021 

11 

Research Grants 
Program  

P1 
• Solicit proposals in issues 

of national priority 
• Enhance Quality of 

Research 
• Increase impact of 

research  

Research Capacity 
Building Program  

P2 
• Further develop 

researchers' capabilities 
and capacity  

• Build research culture 
 

Flagship Programs 
 P3 

• Pilot/assigned projects 
addressing national 
priority areas 

• Foster sustainable 
approaches to 
national challenges 

• Translate policy and 
societal changes 
through research 
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National 
Priority 

Research 

Interdisciplinary, 
multi-

institutional, 
cross-

sectoral 

Scientific & 
Technical 

Merit 
(novelty) 

PI career 
stage & track 

record 

Optimal use 
of 

infrastructure 
capabilities 

International 
partnership 

Societal 
impact 
(SROI) 

Problem& 
policy driven 

research 
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Catalyzing 
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through 
research   
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Catalyzing 
change 
through 
research   

International collaboration with 
IMEC has resulted in: 
• 18 published papers + 2 

patents  
• Capacity building 
• Technology Transfer (combined 

basic and applied research) 

Collaborative Outcomes 
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Calibration and validation of NASA (SMAP) satellite for the retrieval of soil moisture 
and its applications to water resources and dust storms in Kuwait  

(KU, NASA, CUNY) 

Collaborative Outcomes 

Catalyzing 
change 
through 
research   
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Research Capacity Building Program (P2) 
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KFAS 
RCB  

Individual 
researchers 

Institutions in 
higher 
education 

Scientific 
Community 

RD Research Capacity Building aims to invest in knowledge-
based capital to progress towards an “Efficient Scientific 
Research Community” through a spectrum of interventions 
that include: 

• Technical and non-technical skills workshops 

• Research networking events 

• Graduate & postdoctoral support and PhD supplementary 
funds 

• Academic Achievement Grant ‘Bridging Scholarship’ 

• Scientific Missions 

• Researcher match-making to forge collaborative 
partnerships and map existing infrastructure facilities 
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The Kuwait-ICTP joint program supports scientists from Kuwait and other 
Arab countries to be engaged in ICTP activities. The program offers the 
following opportunities: 
 
• Supporting Scientists from Arab Countries to attend ICTP 
• Diploma Students Programme 
• Post-doctoral Fellowship 
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App-delivered Therapy for Arabic Readers With Hemianopic Alexia 
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